
  

 

 

February 2020 Newsletter 
 

Forthcoming Events 
  

 

February 
2nd   Village Service – 10am  

4th  Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 

5th  Mobile Library – 9.15 – 9.35am 

6th  Parish Council Meeting 

11th  Baginton Walkers 

12th  RSPB Local Walk 

16th  Copy Date for March Newsletter 

21st    RSPB Indoor Meeting  

23rd   RSPB Field Trip 

26th  Mobile Library – 9.15 – 9.35am 

28th    Film Night – Judy 

 

March 
1st                 Village Service – 10am  

3rd               Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 

5th       Parish Council Meeting 
 

Information on local attractions, services and events 

can also be found on the Baginton village website at 

www.baginton-village.org.uk 
 



  

 

Regular Village Activities 
 
Kaisho Karate: Village Hall Monday/Tuesday from 5.30pm & Friday from 6.30pm 
Contact: Jane Hemmings 07581 126279 or email janebooth1@hotmail.com 

Baginton Gardeners: generally a Monday every other month 7.30pm –  
see Gardeners section in Newsletter for specific dates 
Contact: Robert & Anne Taylor 024 7630 1104 

Baginton Dog‟s Club: Village Hall Monday from 7.30pm 

Contact: Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 

Parents & Toddlers Group: Village Hall Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30am - Term-time 

Art Group: Village Hall – Tuesday 1.30 – 3.30pm  

Contact: Avril 07837 785921 

Children's Swimming Club: Tuesday 6.00pm @ Kenilworth Pool  

Contact: Jo Fricker 07760 181539 or email jo@fricker-family.co.uk 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle: Village Hall first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm  

Contact: Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 & Rosemary Sowter 024 7667 3381 

Village Hall Committee: second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm  

Contact: Doreen Ebbrell 024 7630 1205 

Baginton Walkers: group walk – second Tuesday of each month 9.45am  

Contact: Alan & Brenda Brown 024 7630 5509 

Card-making Club: Village Hall Wednesday 9.30 – 12.30pm  

Contact: Olwynne Frankton 024 7641 0268 

Vinyasa Yoga: Village Hall Wednesday 7 – 8pm 

Contact: Zoe 07496 150741 

Parish Council: Village Hall first Thursday of each month 7.30pm  

Contact: Phil Clark 07746 521087 or email bagintonpc@gmail.com  

Football Coaching for all aged 5 - 11: Millennium Field each Saturday 9.45 -11.00am Contact: 

Justin Watt 07810 000999 

Church - St John the Baptist: Sunday Service 10.00am 

Contact: Reverend David Wintle 024 7630 1283 

Churchwardens: Sue Williams 024 7630 7255 & Dawn Richardson 024 76302667 

Village Hall, Frances Road 

Contact Della Thomas for bookings email baginton.vh@gmail.com 

mailto:janebooth1@hotmail.com
mailto:jo@fricker-family.couk


  

 

 
 

Baginton Open Gardens 2020 
 

 

 
 

Baginton Open Gardens  
Saturday 20

th
 and  

Sunday 21
st

 June 
 

This event is organised to raise  
much needed funds to support  
our beautiful village church. 

 

It is also a perfect chance to meet  
people who live in our village  
and explore the great variety of  
gardens that make up Baginton. 

 

Would you like to be  
part of this event? 
Would you like to share  
your garden or nominate  
someone else‟s garden? 
 

We would love to  

hear from you  
 

Sue Williams 
76307255 



  

 

Baginton Walkers 
 
December Walk  
Oh the efforts that occasionally are 
needed to plan a walk avoiding traffic, 
exceptionally challenging stiles, quagmires, wild animals etc, starting and 
ending at a pub and a tasty meal! Well, the December route was reached 
after two trial runs which eliminated the most complex stile ever 
encountered (too challenging for our canine walkers) and a bridleway, 
which had been reduced to a mile of deep mud by four-legged bridle-
wearing users. 
 
So in December, we boldly set out from The Queen‟s Head at Bretford to 
walk along the (only on a Sunday) quiet lane heading for Church Lawford 
and encountered an intermittent stream of vehicles as we wended our way 
towards Church Lawford. We passed the overflowing fishing pools and the 
bridge over the Avon with a sign warning us not to venture if the floods 
were 6ft deep over the road. Once through the village, we turned left down 
the lane to admire the impressive timber framed house adjacent to the 
village church.  
 
We crossed the fields opposite the church, passing a sign advising us to 
“take nothing but photos” as we wended our way down to a ploughed field 
and meadow leading to another bridge over the Avon. The river was much 
higher than it had been when we first checked out the route and as the 
bridge was sited well above the current water level, we assumed that it 
must be subject to serious flooding at times. Once over the river, we 
followed the route uphill to cross a large meadow area now devoid of all the 
sheep that had been grazing there on our exploratory visit. At the top, we 
climbed a stile to find the shelter of a barn where we stopped for our coffee 
break. 
 
Moving on through a forest of sweet corn, then over a ploughed field, we 
arrived at a stile into the country lane leading to Little Lawford. Discretion 
being the better part of valour, we decided to avoid our planned route 
(across another field and spinney) and took the roads leading back to 
Bretford and a hot meal at The Queen‟s Head. 
 
January Walk  
The leader had himself been led on a horrendously muddy ramble as part 
of another group the previous week. He was therefore determined on this 
day to follow a route as mud free as possible in this very wet winter.  
Avoiding mud completely proved impossible. Parking in Crackley Lane, our 



  

 

walk took us through the woods and via Hollis Lane and Malthouse Lane to 
the Kenilworth Castle and Abbey Fields area, where we stopped briefly for 
elevenses. Even the grass there was extremely soggy. Rain threatened, so 
we resumed our walk promptly. We first ducked under the road bridge and 
then followed the path beside the swollen Finham Brook, before joining the 
track of the old Kenilworth to Berkswell railway back to Crackley Woods.  
 
An incident of note was finding a newly fallen ivy covered tree completely 
blocking our way at one point. Some of our number eventually found a way 
round, but the hardiest of us crawled through and under the branches and 
greenery on all fours. We noted a lot of new houses being built in the 
Common Lane area but most of this five mile route holds plenty of interest 
– and is largely on hard surfaces!  Wholesome meals were enjoyed at The 
Oak, with plenty of friendly banter. This included reminiscences of past 
misdemeanours in our younger days and memories of The Oak in previous 
guises. 
 
Our next walk will be on Tuesday 11th February when we will meet at 
9.45am at the car park behind the Greyhound Inn, Sutton Stop, 
Hawkesbury junction, CV6 6DF 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisements have been removed from the Website copy of the 
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Baginton Village Store and Post Office 
Staff Vacancy 

 
A part time position has arisen for a Retail Assistant to 
work approximately 16-20 hours a week (including a half 
day every third Saturday). Dependent upon the applicant, 
there is an opportunity to work some shifts within the Post 
Office following full training (subject to CRB clearance). 
 
The position is customer facing and requires the ability to 
deal with various types of financial transaction, so you will 
need to be numerate and methodical with good attention to 
detail and be willing to learn. 
 
The role includes the preparation of hot and cold food and 
an understanding of hygiene is required. A level 2 hygiene 
certificate would be a distinct advantage, but not essential 
as training will be provided. The relevant qualification must 
be achieved with the first 6 months of employment. 
 

An understanding of windows based systems and the 
internet would also be an advantage. 
 

Further details and application forms are available in the 
store at Baginton Store, 1-2 Market Corner, Coventry 
Road, Baginton CV8 3AA or contact us on 02476 304961 
or e-mail sales@baginton-store.co.uk 
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Baginton Parish Council 
 

Dear Residents, 
Happy New Year to you all. I hope you had a nice break. 
 
Affordable and Shared Ownership Housing 
 
Last year we organised a housing needs survey, which was delivered to 
every home in Baginton. The results (30% return) suggested that six 2 or 3 
bedroom homes were needed, which include starter homes, shared 
ownership and rental properties. Of particular note were younger families 
seeking affordable housing to either remain within Baginton or to move 
back here. Affordable housing can be difficult to find in the village, so the 
Parish Council believes that a number of affordable homes should be built 
to help retain younger families locally. 
 
A Housing Association has approached the Parish Council with a plan to 
build affordable homes on land adjoining the top of Friends Close. We have 
worked closely with the Association to ensure any development is 
sympathetic to our village. 
At our January meeting, we agreed in principle to support up to 12 
affordable homes to be built. The final plans have yet to be submitted to 
WDC Planning and are reliant upon establishing the true demand for new 
homes. 
If you are aware of a need, please let me know, but kindly indicate if you 
were one of the 6 identified last year. We don‟t want to count you twice. 
Also feel free to contact me if you have any other comments on this 
proposal. 
 
Phil Clark – 45 Mill Hill, Baginton CV8 3AH. 
Tel 07746 521087 to leave a message, or e-mail me at 
bagintonpc@gmail.com 
 
Lucy Price Playground 
 
We have identified 26 pieces of play equipment that we think would be 
good for our Playground. We can‟t afford them all, so we need your help 
deciding on the 6 or 7 pieces we use to build a timber fitness trail. 
From February, pictures of the equipment will be held in a folder at the 
Village Shop and mounted on our village website, with instructions on how 
adults and children can pick your favourites. Please take the time to make 
us aware of your choices. The more people who show an interest, the 



  

 

easier it should be to obtain funding. This is not limited to Baginton 
residents. If you use the Playground, then please vote. 
The purchase of inclusive play equipment for less able children is also 
being investigated separately and we will be seeking specialist advice for 
these. 
 
Oak Glade Trees 
 
The Oak glade is that area of land that runs opposite The Row and along 
Church Road, from the Baginton Oak tree and bus stop, down towards the 
Old Forge. Many of the trees are mature and are now in need of some 
maintenance. Harsh winters and dry summers have taken their toll. The 
Parish Council met with a local Company on 23rd December and identified 
12 trees that need work, including one tree that has died and needs 
removing before it becomes a safety hazard. The work will take place this 
spring and much of the wood will be stacked at the edge of the glade to 
provide cover and habitat for wildlife. There may be some noise and 
inconvenience whilst the work is undertaken, but we hope you appreciate 
the importance of addressing these items. 
On a positive note, our 800 year old Baginton Oak is confirmed as being in 
good condition, with just a couple of dead branches needing some pruning 
work. 
 
Next Parish Council meeting:  
6th February, 7:30pm at the Village Hall. 
Phil Clark – Clerk to Baginton Parish Council. 

 

Baginton Village Hall 
 
Annual General Meeting takes place on 4th February at 8pm 
 
The AGM of the Village Hall Committee will be held at the Village Hall on 
Tuesday 4th February at 8pm.  All residents are invited to attend and we 
hope many people will come along to join.   
Can you spare one hour per month and become a Committee member?  
 
If anyone is interested, or if you would just like to see how the Committee 
works, please do come along or talk to one of the current members - Alison 
Beese, Doreen Ebbrell, Lucy Jones, Julie Keightley, Frances Parkes, Julie 
Robinson, Della Thomas, Nigel Thomas and Sue Williams. 
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Baginton Village RBL Club 
 

Watch the Six Nations Rugby 
Sunday 2nd February  France v England  3.00pm KO 
Saturday 8th February  Ireland v Wales  2.15pm KO 
    Scotland v England 4.45pm KO 
Sunday 23rd February  England v Ireland  3.00pm KO  
Saturday 7th March   England v Wales  4.45pm KO 
Saturday 14th March   Wales v Scotland  2.15pm KO 
    Italy v England  4.45pm KO 
    France v Ireland  8.00pm KO  
The club will be open from noon as usual on Sundays and 15 minutes 
before kick off for the Saturday matches. 
 
Club Darts We currently play in the Kenilworth League on a Monday 
Evening and are looking for more players. We are friendly social group of 
players of varying standards. If you are interested, pop down the club and 
have a knock up, or leave a message on our Facebook page. 
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Coventry and Warwickshire Local Group    

 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/coventryandwarwickshire 
www.facebook.com/RSPBCovWarks 

 
Local Walk: STW Draycote Water, Warwickshire 
Wednesday 12 February, 9.30am at STW car park 
By car, email: covbirding@btinternet.com for more information. 

 
Indoor Meeting: Farming and Wildlife 
Friday 21 February, 7.30pm at Baginton Village Hall 
Admission £2 Group members, £4 Non group members 
 
Field Trip: RSPB Parkgate & Burton Mere Wetlands, Cheshire 
Sunday 23 February, 7am by coach from Cox St/Lower Ford St 
Coach fare £20 Group members, £23 Non group members 
Book by email: covbirding@btinternet.com 
 

St John the Baptist Church 
 

Services for February 
2nd  The Presentation of Christ 10.00am Village Service -  
 in the Temple   Candlemas 
9th 3rd Sunday before Lent 10.00am Holy Communion 
16th 2nd Sunday before Lent 10.00am Holy Communion 
23rd  Sunday next before Lent 10.00am Holy Communion 
 
Children are always most welcome at church, especially at the village 
services which fall on the first Sunday of each month, when our Sunday 
School runs alongside. Toys are available for young children in church 
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Bagot’s Castle – February 2020 
 
During the first couple of weeks in December our volunteers, with the help 
of volunteers from Co-op Energy (part of The Midcounties Co-operative), 
completed the planting of some 350 tree saplings supplied to Bagot‟s 
Castle from the Woodland Trust. 
 
On Saturday January 11th the Brethren very kindly carried out our annual 
tidy up of the site together with our volunteers. Everyone worked so hard 
and I supplied fish and chips for lunch. I would like to say a very big thank 
you to the Brethren for their support every year with this huge task - without 
their help my volunteers and I would not be able to manage. 
 
We do not open to the public officially until Saturday 4th April and in 
between now and then I am looking for weekend volunteers to welcome our 
visitors to the castle. Our opening times are weekends and bank holidays 
from midday – 1700 hours.  If anyone could spare a couple of hours at the 
weekend to help it would be very much appreciated. If you are interested 
please contact us through our website www.bagotscastle.org.uk  for more 
information. 
 
Happy New Year from all at Bagot‟s Castle 
David Hewer, Custodian  

 



  

 

 

 
Editorial  
 
If you would like to advertise in the Newsletter, you can contact Doreen 
Ebbrell on 024 76301205 or email bagintonnews@btinternet.com 
Costs are £12 per page per issue or £6 per half page per issue, with 10 
issues of the Newsletter a year. 
 
The copy date for the March Newsletter is Sunday 16th February. Copy 
should be sent to bagintonnews@btinternet.com  Should you wish to have 
something included in the newsletter but you are unable to send your 
contribution electronically, please drop it off at Baginton Village Store FAO 
Anne or Julie and it can easily be written up. 
 
Please note that views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the editors. 
 
Julie Keightley (7621 0163) and Ann Bush (7630 3515) 
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Sing Baginton 2020 
 
Some of you will remember that Dave Willetts and I led a singing event in 
2017 to raise money for Dementia charities. With your generosity we were 
able to donate £500.  
 
It was great fun so we want to do it all again but this time we want to raise 
money for children‟s cancer and chromosome disorder charities. The target 
is at least £250 for each of the charities. 
 
The event will take place at the British Legion club in Kimberley Road on 
Friday 13th March 2020 starting at 7.30pm. 
 
You will know most of the songs but song books will be provided. Drinks 
and snacks will be on sale. It‟s all about joining in and having a good time! 
So, please come along.  
 
Tickets are £5 each available from the Oak, the Baginton Village Store, The 
British Legion club, and Robert and Anne Taylor, 32 Mill Hill, 02476301104 
or robert@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 
 
Robert Taylor 
 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle 
 
On Tuesday 7th January we held our first Annual General Meeting. We 
have been in existence for 1 year and with a membership of 28, we have 
had a very successful year. Our programme included interesting speakers, 
days out, theatre trips and monthly lunches held at various pubs in the local 
area. Jane Carroll, our Treasurer, produced a concise set of accounts and I 
am happy to report that we are solvent!! 
 
We meet on the first Tuesday of every month in the Village Hall and our 
speaker for the February meeting is David Howe, giving us a talk on 
"Partners of Prime Ministers".  In March, we have Felicity Howietson and 
her topic is "My Grandmother's Workbasket". 
 
We extend a very warm welcome to visitors (a small charge of £3) but of 
course if you would like to join us on a permanent basis, we would love to 
have you. The joining fee is £25. 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
Prue Aubrey 



  

 

Mobile Library Service 
 
The Mobile library visits Holly Walk in Baginton each month from 09:15 to 
09:35. We are on the “Kenilworth C” route, which will operate on the 
following dates in 2020: - 
 

15th January 5th February 26th February 

18th March 8th April 29th April 

20th May 10th June 1st July 

22nd July 12th August 2nd September 

23rd September 14th October 4th November 

25th November 16th December  

 
 

Baginton Gardeners 
 
Gardeners Question Time  
Our biennial GQT on 25th November was well attended as usual with plenty 
of questions. Unfortunately, Tim Jardine was unable to join us as he‟d 
contracted the Baginton Bug, but many thanks to Mick and Brian for all their 
advice. Fortunately, Mick brought his dad Pete with him whose knowledge 
and experience helped the youngsters get away with it! Among the many 
pieces of good advice we learnt that; 

 Roses should be fed from March onwards 

 Ferns should be cut down at the end of January and mulched 

 Brexit will result in higher prices. 
And much more. 
Since then we hear Pete fell and broke a vertebrae so we all wish him a full 
and speedy recovery. 
 
Winter pruning  
Thanks to Gardeners World for this list; 
 Hardy trees, shrubs and fruit bushes can be cut during frost-free 

weather 
 Group 3 clematis, such as viticellas, Clematis orientalis and some of the 

late-summer flowering hybrids need reducing 
 Thin out branches and fruit spurs of top fruit, such as apples and pears 
 Carry out formative pruning of young hardy shrubs and trees – remove 

thin, twiggy growth and reduce the remaining growth by half its length to 
encourage a strong framework of new shoots 

https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/planting-clematis/


  

 

 Summer-flowering shrubs, such as buddleia, Hydrangea paniculata and 
lavatera can be cut back hard in late winter, just before they start into 
growth in the spring 

 Early to midwinter is your last chance to cut back woody plants prone to 
„bleeding‟ sap – such as birches, walnuts and grapevines – as they 
bleed if pruned late 

 Prune the dead stems of herbaceous perennials at the end of winter to 
tidy beds and make way for new spring shoots 

 Cutting back rose bushes – large-flowered (hybrid tea) and cluster-
flowered (floribunda) roses – in late winter is crucial for the promotion of 
strong shoots low down on the plants with a wealth of blooms in 
summer. 

 
Xmas Dinner  
The Christmas dinner was as good as ever with good company, lovely food 
and first class service from the Baginton Oak team. On behalf of the 27 
who attended, many thanks to Anne for organizing it and Elayne for sorting 
out the money. A number of members got 100% in the Picture Quiz and 
Julie‟s name was drawn to win the bottle of champagne. Many thanks to 
Sarah for organizing the quiz and doing the marking. 
 
AGM  
Our 2020 committee was elected as follows. Sarah Cusworth, Val Daly, 
Catherine Weston, Elizabeth Cooke, Lucy Jones, Elayne Meakin 
(Treasurer), Anne Taylor (Secretary) Robert Taylor (Chair). 
Many thanks to Brenda Brown who has retired from the committee after 8 
years of service.  
 
50 Things You Didn’t Know About Trees  
This talk by Liz Taylor focused on UK native trees and explained many of 
the medicinal uses, folklore and myths about our trees. The Woodland 
Trust was founded in 1972 and sees it as essential that we do all we can to 
connect children to trees and woodland to support the medium/long term 
imperative of increasing tree cover in the UK and around the world. Among 
many interesting snippets we learned that holly trees act as lightning 
conductors, were used as Christmas trees in pre-Victorian times and it is 
very unlucky to cut one down. As a volunteer, Liz‟s fee of £70 was donated 
to the Woodland Trust. 
 
Fund Raising  
It was suggested at the recent committee meeting that members might like 
to bring along samples of any preserves they have made this year for sale 
in aid of BG funds at £1 per jar or bottle, unless it‟s fruit gin or similar, which 
might attract a substantial premium! 



  

 

 
Subs Membership in 2020 will remain at £10 plus £1 per meeting for 
members or £3 per meeting for visitors. Members get 10% off ALL full price 
purchases at our 4 local garden centres. To enjoy these discounts it‟s best 
to join the BG‟s in January to get discounts throughout 2020. 
Many thanks to Elizabeth Cooke for once again printing our membership 
cards. 
 
David Cheshire Bonsai  
David has now set up in the same space as John Gillies on Russell‟s site, 
offering a superb range of Bonsai. As you can see below, he‟s down to give 
us a talk in May and he has agreed to join the 10% off discount offered to 
BG members on production of a current BG membership card. 
 
Gary Leaver and Avondale Nursery  
Brian Ellis is retiring and Gary Leaver is now running Avondale. For many 
years he worked at Hill Close gardens in Warwick, which have played an 
important role through the years in the history of leisure gardening in the 
county. Hence we have booked Gary to give us a talk on 16th March. Gary 
has also agreed to offer 10% discount on production of a BG membership 
card. 
 

Date Speaker Topic 

16/03/20 Gary Leaver A Year at Hill Close Gardens 

18/05/20 David Cheshire The Art of Bonsai 

20/07/20 TBA  

21/09/20 TBA  

23/11/20 Robert Taylor BG biennial Quiz 

 
For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476301104  
or e-mail anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 
 


