
Baginton Gardeners. 

September Meeting. Darren Rudge’s thoughts on tea bags, bras and tights in the garden 

turned out to be great fun and useful according to reports. Unfortunately, Anne and I 

couldn’t attend as we had to be in Menorca for a couple of weeks of walking, swimming, 

reading, eatin’ and drinkin.’ Shame. However, Elayne left us some notes and I will mention a 

few that appealed to me.  

One dissolvable aspirin in a pint of water will feed sickly houseplants for up to month. 

Epsom Salts. Two tablespoons in a gallon of water can be used to mist most plants once a 

month to enhance blooms, green colour and bushiness. This is because magnesium sulphate 

is essential to plant growth. One tablespoon per gallon for roses in spring and after 

flowering. Same mix for peppers and tomatoes when transplanting and following first bloom 

and fruit set. 

Baking soda can be used for cleaning. Cut a large potato in half, add a tbls. of BS and let it 

soak in. Great scouring pad for de-rusting tools, cleaning metal etc. 

Apparently, we share 50% of our DNA with bananas which have potassium and magnesium. 

Cut skins into strips, put in base of planting holes or hoe in around plants, add to your 

compost or place in water filled jar for 5 days for a liquid feed. 

Tea bags for acid loving plants. Put about 30 in a bucket of water for 3 weeks then pour the 

liquid around rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias, pieris, blueberries etc. for instant results. 

Insecticidal soap. This is a comparatively wildlife friendly form of control for soft bodied 

insects like aphids. It’s a complex topic. You can make your own or buy commercially so if 

you want to know more consult Ms. Google. I use a homemade garlic spray. 

Darren had many other suggestions too numerous to mention here but he is joining us again 

on the 22nd of March 2022 for the second part of his talk.  

November Meeting. This is our bi-annual Gardeners Question Time. Only Tim Jardine has 

confirmed that he can join us but we will keep trying. If Tim’s not sure then one of our 

members will probably have an answer to your questions. We probably have about 1000 

years of gardening knowledge between us! Will members please submit any questions they 

have to Anne [e-mail below] to give the panel a heads up on at least some of the topics. It is 

always useful if the question is supported by a photo.  

Annual Christmas Dinner. Elayne Meakin has volunteered to organize the BG Christmas 

dinner this year and by the time you read this the details should have been circulated, 

provided we are able to go ahead. 

2022 Membership. Membership will remain at £10 for the year.  
 
We meet at the British Legion in Kimberley Road at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
2021 Programme.  
   

Date Speaker Topic 

22nd Nov Tim Jardine + us Baginton Gardeners Question Time 



 

For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476 301104 or e-mail 

anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk. 

mailto:anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk

