
 

Forthcoming Events 
  

 November 
2nd  Baginton Bonfire 

3rd  Village Service – 10am 

5th  Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 

6th  Mobile Library – 9.15 – 9.35am 

7th  Parish Council Meeting  

11th  Remembrance Service – 10.15am 

12th  Baginton Walkers 

13th  RSPB Local Walk 

15th  Booking Deadline for Lucy Price Christmas 

Party for children 7 years and under  

16th  Baginton Art Group Exhibition 

17th  Copy Date for December/Jan Newsletter 

19th  Baginton Gardener’s Question Time 

22nd   Booking Deadline for Lucy Price Christmas 

Party for children 8 years and over  

22nd   Booking Deadline for Pensioners’  

Christmas Lunch at The Oak 

22nd   RSPB Indoor Meeting  

24th   RSPB Field Trip 

27th  Mobile Library – 9.15 – 9.35am 

29th  Film Night – Yesterday 

 December 
1st   Village Service – 10am 

3rd   Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 

5th  Parish Council Meeting 

5th  Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch at The Oak 
 

Information on local attractions, services and events 

can also be found at www.baginton-village.org.uk 



 
 

 

Regular Village Activities 
 
Kaisho Karate – Village Hall – Monday/Tuesday from 5.30pm and Friday from 6.30pm 
Contact: Jane Hemmings 07581 126279 or email janebooth1@hotmail.com 

Baginton Gardeners – generally a Monday every other month 7.30pm – see  
Gardeners section in Newsletter for specific dates 
Contact: Robert & Anne Taylor 024 7630 1104 

Baginton Dog’s Club – Village Hall - Monday from 7.30pm 

Contact: Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 

Parent & Toddler Group – Village Hall – Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30am - Term-time only 

Contact: Alex 07757 871396 

Art Group – Village Hall – Tuesday 1.30 – 3.30pm  

Contact: Avril 07837 785921 

Children's Swimming Club – Tuesday 6.00pm @ Kenilworth Pool  

Contact: Jo Fricker 07760 181539 email jo@fricker-family.co.uk 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle – Village Hall - first Tuesday of each month at 

7.30pm  

Contact:Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 and Rosemary Sowter 024 7667 3381 

Village Hall Committee Meeting - second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm  

Contact: Doreen Ebbrell 024 7630 1205 

Baginton Walkers – group walk – second Tuesday of each month 9.45am  

Contact: Alan & Brenda Brown 024 7630 5509 

Card-making Club – Village Hall – Wednesday 9.30 – 12.30pm  

Contact: Olwynne Frankton 024 7641 0268 

Parish Council – Village Hall - first Thursday of each month 7.30pm  

Contact: Phil Clark 07746521087 

Football Coaching for all aged 5 - 11 – Millennium Field – each Saturday 9.45 -11.00am 

Contact: Justin Watt 07810 000999 

Church - St John the Baptist – Sunday Service 10.00am 

Contact: Reverend David Wintle024 7630 1283 

Churchwardens – Sue Williams 024 7630 7255 & Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 

Village Hall, Frances Road 

Contact Della Thomas for bookings email baginton.vh@gmail.com 

mailto:janebooth1@hotmail.com
mailto:jo@fricker-family.couk


 

Baginton Walkers 
 

October’s walk was not our usual country 
walk, but more of an urban stroll through 
Birmingham Parks led by Chris Goodwin of 
Baginton Oak fame. 
 
We started at St. Nicholas Church on Elmdon Park, which has strong 
evidence of Anglo-Saxon settlement, although it was more noted as 
the De Whitacre Family Estate in Norman times. 
Elmdon Park is typical of a Birmingham Park with a mix of large well-
kept open spaces, woodland paths and the obligatory duck pond. 
 
The park was used as the Head Quarters for the Home Guard during 
the war, when Elmdon Hall was still standing on the top of the hill 
some 120 metres above sea level, but by 1956 Eldon Manor was 
demolished to become the Park and Nature Reserve it is now. 
 
In leaving the park, we crossed the main A45 to enter Sheldon Country 
Park – 300 acres of open space with a visitors centre - The Old 
Rectory.  This was the former home to Rev Thomas Bray during the 
late 17th century and early 18th century, accredited with setting up the 
Church of England in Maryland and a well-known theological author of 
his time. 
 
We strolled along the good paths, past one of the less desirable 
housing estates in Birmingham, to arrive at the Birmingham Airport 
Viewing area where a large number of benches view the runway and 
we stopped for coffee and to watch a few aircraft leaving and arriving. 
 
After our coffee break we followed the perimeter fence of the airport on 
our left and Hatchford Brook municipal golf course.  We arrived back at 
the A45 to cross over and follow an alleyway between the back of 
houses until we reached Elmdon Park, skirting through a mix of 
woodland and open meadows arriving back at the car 6 miles, 200 ft of 
incline and 2 hours and 20 minutes after the start. 
 

 THE GOOD - No stiles and timing of the end of the walk when the 
heavens opened literally as we arrived back at our cars. 
 
THE BAD - The dishonesty of people. Whilst dining we witnessed a car 
being reversed into with the guilty party not sharing their details with 
the owner of the damaged car and moving it away from the scene of 



the crime! Needless to say there were many witnesses amongst our 
group who left their details with the management of the establishment. 
 
THE UGLY 
Sheldon Council flats and houses on the outskirts of Sheldon Country 
Park. 
 
For our next walk we will meet on Tuesday 12th November in 
Berkswell: from The Bear Inn crossroads turn into Church Lane to find 
the car park sign on your right: postcode CV3 7BJ.  
If you need a lift or more information please phone Brenda Brown 
76305509. 
 

 

RIP  
Len Constable who founded Baginton Walkers and led our 

walks for many years. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisements have been removed from the Website copy of the 
Newsletter, in order to minimise the time to download it 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisements have been removed from the Website copy of the 
Newsletter, in order to minimise the time to download it 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Bagot’s Castle – November2019 
 

The last weekend of opening for this Season was Sunday 27th October and 

I can report we had a very successful Season with a record number of 

visitors. 

 

Our Heritage weekend in September was well attended and we had 

numbers in excess of 570. The weather was also kind to us, which made 

the experience of visiting Bagot’s Castle a delight for all. 

 

Our last event for the Season will be our Halloween Event on 31st October. 

After this we will be closed to the public until we open our gates again next 

year on Saturday 4th April 2020. 

 

During the time between now and April we will be carrying out essential 

maintenance work to the site. Saturday 30th November, The Brethren will 

again be supporting us with our massive winter tidy up. We are very 

grateful to them for their continued support by spending a whole day with 

us carrying out one of the most important tasks for the castle’s 

maintenance. Everyone involved works extremely hard, but it is fun day and 

enjoyed by all. 

 

During the first week in November, we are taking delivery of some 250 tree 

saplings and hedging from the Wild Life Trust. Our volunteers will be busy 

with the planting of the trees before the winter sets in. 

I would like to say, a very big thank you to our volunteers, who have 

supported me during the year, I would struggle to keep the site open 

without them. Thank you. 

 

A very big thank you to those of you who have sent us donations, which is 

very much appreciated. It is expensive to maintain the site for us to be open 

to the public.   

 

Thank you. 

David Hewer, Custodian of Bagot’s Castle 

 

 



  

 

Baginton Parish Council 
 
Dear Residents, 
 
This is my 50th Newsletter article, which with 10 articles per year marks the 
completion of my 5th year as your Clerk.  
I am catching up with the previous Clerk who served for 6 years, although I 
have some time to go before I catch up with Charles Leonard, who served 
our community for over a decade. 
I hope you find the articles informative and easy to read, but some items 
don’t make an easy subject to discuss. 
Also, I can make mistakes. Thanks to Councillor Bush and the Chairman 
for pointing out (ad nauseam) that my prediction of the clocks going back in 
last month’s magazine was a month early! 
This month’s article is a lighter one. I hope you enjoy it and I hope it is 
correct!  
 
Bonfires and Fireworks 
Baginton Events organises a fantastic family orientated Bonfire Night. 
However, if you want to organise your own private event, there are some 
legal matters you need to consider. 
 
You must not set off fireworks between 11pm and 7am, except for: - 
 5th November, when the cut off is midnight 
 New Year’s Eve, Diwali & Chinese New Year, when the cut off is 

1am 
 On the spot fines of £90 can be imposed for transgressions. 
 You could be fined if you light a fire and allow the smoke to drift 

across the road and it becomes a danger to traffic. 
 You can’t burn household waste that causes pollution or harm to 

people e.g. plastics, rubber, foam etc. which all produce toxic smoke. 
 
It is also polite if you inform your neighbours when you intend to have 
fireworks or bonfires. Younger children, elderly residents and family pets 
may benefit from being pre-warned of fireworks.  
Above all else, stay safe. 
 
Lucy Price Playground 
The Parish Council have agreed that the ‘double run monkey bars and 
climbing net’ on the Lucy Price Playground is now well beyond its useful 
lifetime and needs replacing. Those who responded to our request for ideas 
have indicated that a Timber Fitness Trail (TFT) would be welcome. A 
combination of individual climbing, balance and hanging units could be 



  

 

arranged as a circuit, such as that on Abbey Fields in Kenilworth. A note is 
also made towards play units for children with less ability. We will be 
collating the types of units available and asking people to choose their 
favourites from each category. Any volunteers to help guide and oversee 
the development? It’s your playground, so get involved. 
 
Grit Bins, Snow and Ice 
Last winter wasn’t too bad, but The Beast from the East caused problems 
the year before. 
Baginton has grit bins in Roman Way, Holly Walk, Bosworth Close, 
Kimberley Road and Church Road. Use them freely to keep everybody 
safe. There is a telephone number on every bin that allows you to call to 
get it refilled.  
 
W/18/0552 – Gateway South Development 
This application for warehousing along the entire length of Bubbenhall 
Road was approved on 7th October. Various restrictions and conditions 
have been applied to the development, which the Parish Council are 
currently going through. We will keep you informed in due course. 
 
Next Parish Council Meeting: -  
Thursday 7th November, 7:30pm at the Village Hall. 
 
Phil Clark – Clerk to Baginton Parish Council. 
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Editorial  
 
If you would like to advertise in the Newsletter, you can contact Doreen 
Ebbrell on 024 76301205 or email bagintonnews@btinternet.com 
Costs are £12 per page per issue or £6 per half page per issue, with 10 
issues of the Newsletter a year.  
 
The next Newsletter is a double issue covering December and January so 
don’t forget to send information for both months. The copy date for the 
December/January Newsletter is Sunday 17th November. Copy should be 
sent to bagintonnews@btinternet.com  Should you wish to have something 
included in the newsletter but you are unable to send your contribution 
electronically, please drop it off at Baginton Village Store FAO Anne or Julie 
and it can easily be written up.  
 
Please note that views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the editors. 
 
Julie Keightley (7621 0163) and Ann Bush (7630 3515) 
 

mailto:bagintonnews@btinternet.com
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St John the Baptist Church 
 
Services for November 

2nd  All Souls   5.00pm Readings and Prayers  

In Commemoration of 

the Departed 

3rd  All Saints’ Sunday  10.00am Village Service 

10th Remembrance Sunday/ 10.15am Remembrance 

 3rd Sunday before Advent    Service 

17th 2nd Sunday before Advent 10.00am Holy Communion 

24th Christ the King/  10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday next before Advent/ 

Women against Violence Sunday 

Children are always most welcome at church, especially at the village 
services which fall on the first Sunday of each month, when our Sunday 
School runs alongside. Toys are available for young children in church 
 

Can You Help? 
 
Our church needs volunteers in a variety of ways. It is not vital that you 

come to church regularly, although you would be made very welcome 

If you feel you could help with any of the following, please call the following 

numbers and we will explain everything that is involved: - 

 

For cleaners or readers or organising rotas etc, please contact Brenda 

Brown on 02476 305509  

 

For flower arranging, please contact Dawn Richardson on 02476 302667  

 

Thank you very much 

 

Dawn Richardson 

 
 



  

 

Baginton Bonfire 
 
Remember, remember the 2nd of November, 

the date seems to change every time 
 

It's the date that we're having the bonfire this 

year and I've had to make up a rhyme. 

 

There'll be sparklers to play with and a 

fireworks display with a bonfire that's always 

impressive 
 

With good food and drink, I'm sure you'll all 

think that the entrance fee isn't excessive.  
 

Just three pounds for adults and children go 

free, it's value for money I'm sure you'll 

agree 
 

So come up and join us, 6pm at the gate.  

Don't miss all the fun ‘cause it's going to be great! 

 

Volunteers to help build the bonfire on Saturday morning or to help on the 

night would be most welcome. Just come along to the field and let one of 

the team know.  

 
If you have any unwanted wood that you would like us to use on the 
bonfire, please deliver it to the field on the Saturday morning. 
 
We are able to collect a limited quantity of burnable items within Baginton 

on the Saturday morning if you cannot get them to the field yourself. Please 

contact Della on 07884 182904 to arrange to be added to the collection list. 

N.B. We will only collect items from those addresses on Della’s list and will 

not pick up waste left out on verges etc. 

 

Anyone wanting to make a Guy to be burnt at the event, please bring it 

along during the day or on the night and pass it to one of the marshalls, 

who will arrange for it to be placed on the bonfire. 

 

Thank you! 

 



  

 

 

Art Exhibition 

Saturday 16th November 

from 10.30am to 4.00pm  

held by Baginton Art Group  

at Baginton Village Hall 

All welcome.  

Tea/coffee/cake. 

Colouring table. 

Original art work to enjoy or buy. 

 



  

 

Baginton Gardeners 
September meeting This excellent illustrated talk, Winter in Bloom by 
Samantha Hopes, provided lots of interesting ideas of how to retain interest 
in the garden during the winter. Although a geologist by training, she has 
worked at a number of the UK’s foremost gardening institutions including 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, RHS Wisely, Kew Gardens and Great 
Dixter. 
She advised using the low angle of the sun to light up plants and 
recommended a mixture of conifers. However, slow growing conifers are 
best even though they are more expensive to buy than fast growing ones 
which can quickly get too big for the plot. She recommended variegated, 
berried Holly, Yew, and Mahonia such as Soft Caress. For interesting 
stems, she mentioned multi stemmed ‘Silver Shadow’ Birch (bark stays 
white), Cornus Dogwood ‘Mid-Winter Fire, Acers and twisted Hazel. 
For scent there is Viburnum, Hamamelis i.e. Witch Hazel, such as Harry, or 
Diane. 
Climbers included winter flowering Clematis and Garrya elliptica (James 
Root has beautiful long white tassels) 
Grasses and teasels add form and colour as do Helebores, Iris, ferns 
(different varieties are green at different times) and as we get into the new 
year there are bulbs, winter aconites, cyclamen, crocus (unless you enjoy 
the presence of squirrels)  
Samantha and her husband have their own small nursery and a lovely 
website at  http://www.hopesgardenplants.co.uk/  Samantha also highly 
recommends Ashwood Nurseries https://www.ashwoodnurseries.com/ near 
Kingswinford, for spectacular winter gardens and plant sales. The 
committee is considering organizing a visit.  
Nearer to home, many of the plants she mentions are of course available at 
our excellent Baginton nurseries, as is advice on what should do well in our 
growing conditions. 
 
Wildflowers Thanks to all members who helped plough the field and 
scatter at the Lucy Price play area on 12th October. Thanks to Tudor 
Environmental on Rowley Road for supplying discounted seed. 
 
Fund Raising  It was suggested at the recent committee meeting that 
members might like to bring along samples of any preserves they have 
made this year for sale in aid of BG funds at £1 per jar or bottle, unless it’s 
fruit gin or similar, which might attract a substantial premium! 
I have a few copies of the BG members Christmas 2019 picture quiz 
remaining at £2 each. If anyone wants one contact us (see below) and we’ll 
deliver. Entries to be in on, or before, 25th November. 
 



  

 

Xmas Dinner  Anne has booked the Baginton Oak for Thursday 12th 
December - 7pm for 7.30pm. Menus and prices will be circulated when 
available.  
November 25th meeting This is our biennial Gardeners Question Time. 
Thanks for all the questions submitted so far. More questions are welcome. 
Please send them to Anne ASAP. Once these questions are dealt with, 
then of course further questions may be asked on the night. 
Garlic Now’s the time to put in autumn planting garlic cloves for a crop next 
summer. My garlic crop was a disaster this year due to white rot which 
means, apparently, that I can’t grow garlic in that patch until 2034 (if I’m 
spared!)  However, I’ve planted some in a different area, so here’s hoping.  
Subs Membership in 2019 remains at £10 plus £1 per meeting for 
members or £3 per meeting for visitors. Members get 10% off ALL full price 
purchases at our 4 local garden centres. We now have 38 members. 

Date Speaker Topic 

Monday 25th Nov TBA Gardeners Question Time 

For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476301104  
ore-mailanne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 
 

Baginton RBL Club 
 

Family, dog friendly club, Snooker, Pool, Darts & Skittles. 
Large TV for sporting events and WiFi. 

BINGO Tuesday 8pm win up to £100 a house. 
 

Concert Room for Hire 
Tel. No.02476301332        07716348908 

 
Opening Hours! 

If you would like to book the club outside of these hours  
please speak to Jane 

 
Monday - 7pm to 11pm 

Tuesday - 7pm to 10.30pm 
Wednesday - 7pm to 10pm 

Thursday – Closed 
Friday - 4pm to 11pm 

Saturday - 6pm to 11pm 
Sunday – 12noon to 3pm 

 
Interested in playing Darts? Monday night is practice night. 

 
https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/academies 
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PENSIONERS’ 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

at 
THE OAK 

 

Everyone at The Oak would like to invite the pensioners of Baginton Village 
to a 3 course festive lunch on Thursday 5th December at 12.30pm. 
 

There is no charge for the meal at this event, you simply need to be a 
pensioner living in the village of Baginton and able to provide proof of 
status, which is required at the time of booking. 
 

Bookings are required by no later than Friday 22nd November and can be 
done by any of the following methods: - 
 

Phone:  The Oak on 02476 518855 
E-mail:  thebagintonoak@aol.co.uk 
Rose Green: 02476 304962 
 

Once again, we look forward to welcoming you to The Oak and celebrating 
Christmas with you. 
 

Chris & Gayle Goodwin 
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Coventry and Warwickshire Local Group    
 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/coventryandwarwickshire 
www.facebook.com/RSPBCovWarks 
 

Local Walk: SWT Shustoke Reservoir, Warwickshire 
Wednesday 13 November, 9.30am at SWT car park. 
By car, email: covbirding@btinternet.com for more information.  
 
Indoor Meeting: The Hen Harrier 
Friday 22 November, 7.30pm at Baginton Village Hall 
Admission £2 Group members, £4 Non group members 
 
Field Trip: RSPB Strumpshaw Fen & Buckenham Marshes, Norfolk 
Sunday 24 November, 7am by coach from 
Cox Street/Lower Ford Street 
Coach fare £20 Group members, £23 Non group members 
Book by email: covbirding@btinternet.com 
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Lucy Price Christmas Parties  
7 years and under 

The Lucy Price Christmas Party for children 7 years and under will be held 
at Baginton Village Hall on Saturday 7th December from 11am to 1pm.  
All children 7 and under who live in the village are welcome. 
 
There will be entertainment by Baginton resident Sam Thompson from 
Drama Tots, party food and maybe a visit from Father Christmas! 
 
If you would like to book your child a place please contact John Beardmore 
by email John.Beardmore@hotmail.com with your child's name, age and 
address before 15th November. 
 
Please note that children who have not been booked in by this date will not 
be able to attend. 
 

8 years and over 
If you have children between 8 years and 16 years old living in the village, 
could you please let me know if they would like to come to a Christmas 
party this year in the village with a disco and pizza?   
 
We're hoping to book the British Legion on Sunday 8th December (to be 
confirmed asap) and hold the party between 6pm - 8pm.   
 
If your child/children would like to come, please email me with their name, 
address and age at jo@fricker-family.co.uk before November 22nd.   
This is only open to children currently living in the village.   
Thank you. 
 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle 
 
Our October meeting was a celebration of Harvest which was very 
enjoyable. We had nibbles and the committee provided cakes. Although we 
enjoy having guest speakers, it was pleasant just to sit and chat together. 
 
We ended the meeting by singing ‘We plough the fields and scatter’ 
 
If you are thinking of joining us, (we don’t bite very often) you would be 
made very welcome. The cost for one evening would be £3. 
The annual subscription will be £25 with 50p each meeting for 
refreshments. 
Dawn Richardson 
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Community Forum Grant Money Still Available! 
 
Are you a community group or voluntary organisation?  
Do you have an idea for a project that will benefit our community?  
If so, the forum grant fund may be able to help up to a maximum of £3000. 
 
The Community Forum Grant Fund is a 
joint initiative between Warwickshire 
County Council and Warwick District 
Council, who provide a pot of money each 
year that can be distributed to local 
groups and individuals. There are seven 
forums in Warwick District, each with their 
own pot of money to spend on areas of 
work which support local need.  
 
Baginton comes under the Warwick Rural East Community Forum and 
there is still over £7000 that needs to be allocated this financial year, 
else it risks being put back into central funds! 
 
The Grant Fund final round runs from Monday 2nd December, with a closing date 
of Monday 20th January 2020. To apply for funds, search for “community 
forum” on the Warwick District Council website to find all the information 
you need, including a link to the grant application form. 
 
 
 


