
  

 

 

March 2020 Newsletter 
 

Forthcoming Events 
  

March 
1st                Village Service – 10am  

3rd   Lent Lunch 

3rd                Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 

5th  Parish Council Meeting 

10th   Lent Lunch 

10th  Baginton Walkers 

11th  RSPB Local Walk 

13th   Sing Baginton 2020 

16th   Baginton Gardeners – A Year at Hill  

Close Gardens 

17th   Lent Lunch 

18th  Mobile Library – 9.15 – 9.35am 

18th  Copy Date for April Newsletter 

22nd  RSPB Field Trip 

24th    Lent Lunch 

27th  Film Night – The Good Liar 

27th  RSPB Indoor Meeting  

28th   Garage Sale – 17 Coventry Road 

31st    Lent Lunch 
 

April 
2nd  Parish Council Meeting 

4th  Bagot’s Castle Opens 

5th  Village Service – 10am  

7th               Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 
 

Information on local attractions, services and events 

can also be found on the Baginton village website at 

www.baginton-village.org.uk 
 



  

 

Regular Village Activities 
 
Kaisho Karate: Village Hall Monday/Tuesday from 5.30pm & Friday from 6.30pm 
Contact: Jane Hemmings 07581 126279 or email janebooth1@hotmail.com 

Baginton Gardeners: generally a Monday every other month 7.30pm –  
see Gardeners section in Newsletter for specific dates 
Contact: Robert & Anne Taylor 024 7630 1104 

Baginton Dog’s Club: Village Hall Monday from 7.30pm 

Contact: Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 

Parents &Toddlers Group: Village Hall Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30am- Term-time 

Art Group: Village Hall – Tuesday 1.30 – 3.30pm  

Contact: Avril 07837 785921 

Children's Swimming Club: Tuesday 6.00pm @ Kenilworth Pool  

Contact: Jo Fricker 07760 181539 or email jo@fricker-family.co.uk 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle: Village Hall first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm  

Contact: Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 & Rosemary Sowter 024 7667 3381 

Village Hall Committee: second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm  

Contact: Doreen Ebbrell 024 7630 1205 

Baginton Walkers: group walk – second Tuesday of each month 9.45am  

Contact: Alan & Brenda Brown 024 7630 5509 

Card-making Club: Village Hall Wednesday 9.30 – 12.30pm  

Contact: Olwynne Frankton 024 7641 0268 

Vinyasa Yoga: Village Hall Wednesday 7 – 8pm 

Contact: Zoe 07496 150741 

Parish Council: Village Hall first Thursday of each month 7.30pm  

Contact: Phil Clark 07746 521087 or email bagintonpc@gmail.com  

Football Coaching for all aged 5 - 11: Millennium Field each Saturday 9.45 -11.00am 

Contact: Justin Watt 07810 000999 

Church - St John the Baptist: Sunday Service 10.00am 

Contact: Reverend David Wintle024 7630 1283 

Churchwardens: Sue Williams 024 7630 7255&Dawn Richardson 024 76302667 

Village Hall, Frances Road 

Contact Della Thomas for bookings email baginton.vh@gmail.com 

mailto:janebooth1@hotmail.com
mailto:jo@fricker-family.couk


  

 

 

Baginton Parish Council 
 

Dear Residents, 
 
It has been a bit stormy recently, but I hope you are all OK. 
 
Affordable and Shared Ownership Housing 
Baginton Parish Council continues to support the building of up to 
12 affordable homes (rented, shared ownership and starter 
homes) on land at the top of Friends Close. Our District Councillor, 
Pam Redford, has also added her support to the project.  
The most recent Housing Survey showed a need for up to six new 
homes, but this number would not make the project viable for the 
developer. In order to be able to support the developers in their 
discussions with Warwick District Council planning department, we 
want to show there is a need for more, so please continue to 
contact me if you have any comments on this project or would 
have any requirement for one of the new homes.  
Whilst the Parish Council have no powers to allocate homes to 
individuals, we are gathering the information to help progress the 
project. 
 
Oak Glade Trees 
Oak glade is that area of land that runs opposite The Row and 
along Church Road, from the Baginton Oak tree and bus stop, 
down towards the Old Forge. Maintenance work will continue 
throughout the spring. We apologise for any inconvenience this 
may cause, but we must keep our green spaces healthy and safe. 
 
Village Hall Trees 
We thank the Village Hall management committee, who have 
secured 105 sapling trees and 30 hedging plants to replace the 
older trees that have been removed recently for safety reasons. 
Volunteers to help with the planting will be most welcome.  
 
Flooding on Mill Hill 
The recent storms brought flooding to the road at the bottom of Mill 
Hill under the A46 bridge. We thank those volunteers who went out 
in horrible conditions to help clear the problem. The blocked drains 
that prevented the water from draining away have been reported, 
so will be cleared shortly. 
 
 



  

 

 
Lucy Price Playground 
We continue to seek your input into new equipment for the Lucy 
Price Playground. Examples of new equipment for a timber trail 
are available at our Village shop and on our Village website at 
www.baginton-village.org.uk/playground 
Please vote for your favourites. 
The annual inspection of the Playground reports that it is 
structurally sound, but is in need of a ‘spring clean’. We hope to 
address this during the coming months. 
 
Bus Service Survey 
Elsewhere in this Newsletter is a survey on bus services. Local 
villages are working together to gather information on residents’ 
needs. I urge you to complete the survey.  
These services are essential for us all to keep our independence, 
especially for those who do not drive. If we can’t demonstrate a 
need, we could find services are reduced or withdrawn.  
 
Next Parish Council meeting: 5thMarch, 7:30pm at the Village 
Hall. 
Phil Clark – Clerk to Baginton Parish Council. 
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Bagot’s Castle – February 2020 
 
Bagot’s Castle will open for the first time this year on Saturday 
4thApril.  On a trial basis we will open from1030 – 1600 hours at 
weekends and bank holidays.  On our first weekend of opening, 
each visitor will receive a complimentary cup of tea and biscuit and 
squash for the children. 
 
We have had a very small increase in admission charges to the 
castle this year (our prices have not been increased for 10 years).  
Entry to the castle will be as follows: 

 
Adult   - £5.00 
Child   - £2.50 (over 5) 
Under 5’s   - free 
Concessions  - £2.50 (60 plus) 
English Heritage - £2.50 
Student (with card) - £2.50 

 
A date for your diaries 10th, 11th, 12th& 13th April. We will hold our 
Easter Egg Hunt at the castle from Good Friday through to Easter 
Monday.  Check our website and signs for opening times. 
 
We have lost a few more trees on the site during February due to 
the rain and wind, so my volunteers and myself and have been 
busy clearing the branches away and chopping into logs. 
 
We received good news in February – we were successful in 
obtaining a grant from The Community Forum.  The grant will be 
used to replace timber fencing which is now over 10 years old.  We 
hope to start this work in the next few months. 
 
If anyone would like to help in the Visitor Centre during Opening 
Times please get in touch - it does not have to be for the whole 
day, it can be just a few hours.  You may approach me direct or 
contact us through our website:  www.bagotscastle.org.uk 
I am sure you will find it enjoyable and rewarding. 
 
David Hewer, Custodian  
 



  

 

 
Editorial  
 
If you would like to advertise in the Newsletter, you can contact 
Doreen Ebbrell on 024 76301205 or email 
bagintonnews@btinternet.com 
Costs are £12 per page per issue or £6 per half page per issue, 
with 10 issues of the Newsletter a year. 
 
The copy date for the April Newsletter is Wednesday 18th March. 
Copy should be sent to bagintonnews@btinternet.comShould you 
wish to have something included in the newsletter but you are 
unable to send your contribution electronically, please drop it off at 
Baginton Village Store FAO Anne or Julie and it can easily be 
written up. Please note that views expressed in this Newsletter are 
not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
Julie Keightley (7621 0163) and Ann Bush (7630 3515) 
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Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle 
 
During the month of February there were a few notable dates - 
Valentine's Day, Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday and we 
shall be into the season of Lent by the time the March issue of this 
magazine is published.  Spring is around the corner and Easter is 
on its way.  I am sure that we are all looking forward to some nice 
warm Spring sunshine and hopefully a few less showers!! 
 
Our February meeting was both informative and amusing, on the 
subject of Prime Ministers and their Partners.  There was a lot we 
didn't know about Prime Ministers in the 19thCentury and the first 
half of the 20th Century.  All very interesting and maybe the word 
"Partners" was used very loosely!! 
 
With Spring on our doorstep, the Committee are busy organising 
days out and other events.  These will be announced at monthly 
meetings as and when they occur.  Interested?  Come along, bring 
a friend and find out "WHAT'S ON". We'd love to see you. 
 
N.B. We support a local charity and this year we are donating our 
proceeds to Coventry Myton Hospice. 
 
Prue Aubrey 
 

Party in the Park 
 
Tickets are already selling fast for this 
year’s Party in the Park which takes 
place on Saturday 11th July. 
 
It is £10 per ticket with children under 16 free and they can be 
purchased from The British Legion Club, Baginton Village Store 
and The Oak. 
 
Last year was a sell out, so get your tickets soonto avoid 
disappointment. As this is a ticket only event, you will not be able 
to pay on the gate this year. 
 

 



  

 

 
Baginton Walkers 
 
Deciding on a route for our February walk 
was greatly influenced by recent very 
muddy experiences and we hoped that a 
canal and urban option would fit the bill. So 11 of us met at The 
Greyhound Inn, Hawkesbury Junction, and set off over the bridge 
near the lock at the junction of the Oxford Canal and the Coventry 
Canal to follow its towpath. Here we admired the railing at Bridge 
10, which displayed an excellent ironwork collage of a large swan 
in flight accompanied by a fish and 2 kingfishers (the only sign of 
wildlife). In spite of earlier wind and rain and some littering of small 
branches, the towpath was reasonable as we continued, leaving at 
the ramp by Bridge 9 to join the Sowe Valley Way. This led to a 
more challenging patch of rather waterlogged ground and we had 
to pick our way through the boggy patches to cross a small bridge 
over a stream and make our way to arrive at the busy Longford 
Road. 
 
Here we crossed into the oasis of Longford Park, no bog, puddles 
or other challenges and a tarmacked surface which bridged the 
rather muddy and fast flowing River Sowe. We resisted the 
temptations of the benches and the children’s playground as we 
walked through  the park and into a new housing estate to 
encounter signage named after  birds like the avocet, grebe and 
sandpiper, none of which we witnessed on our way! 
 
We soon joined a path leading to the huge pool at Wyken Slough 
Nature reserve, where we paused on the bridge to watch the 
swans and other waterfowl, disappointed by our lack of treats.  
Once across a rather boggy area, we rested at a convenient bench 
to finish our refreshments and then continued on to join a lane 
which ran alongside pastures and then below the busy M6. Having 
walked this area some time ago before the motorway sound 
barriers were installed, it was noticeably quieter this time. 
 
We left the peace and quiet of the reserve as we walked under the 
motorway, along Alderman’s Green Road, over Tusses Bridge and 
down a narrow cut to reach the Oxford Canal. We followed this 
back through quiet countryside and past numerous colourful 
moored narrow boats to Hawkesbury Junction and a tasty lunch at 
The Greyhound Inn. 



  

 

 
For our next walk on Tuesday 10thMarch we will meet at 9.45am at 
The Bear at Berkswell. Dogs are welcome but not muddy boots so 
please bring a change of shoes if you wish to have lunch there. 
Chris and Gayle Goodwin can offer a lift from The Oak leaving at 
9.20am. If you need more information please phone Brenda Brown 
76305509. 
 

Lent Lunch Dates 
 
3rd March The Old Rectory, Church Road  
10th March The Old Rectory, Church Road  
17th March 32 Jacklin Drive, Finham 
24th March Lucy Price House, Church Road  
31st March Lucy Price House, Church Road  
 

Baginton Gardeners 
 
Rhubarb Gin Our forced rhubarb is coming up nicely and, as in 
previous years, we will end up with a glut in due course, so I’m 
going to have a go at Rhubarb Gin this year.  

 Ingredients; 300g of rhubarb, 200g of sugar, 500ml of gin. 
 Equipment; Muslin cloth, Sterilised 500ml jar, Sterilised bottle 

METHOD 
1. Trim, wash and chop the rhubarb. Place in a sterilised jar  
2. Add the sugar and the gin, close the lid and give it a good 

shake  
3. Leave the jar in a cool, dark place for 3 days, giving it a 

shake every day to ensure the sugar dissolves  
4. Strain the gin through a muslin cloth into a sterilised bottle. 

The gin is best consumed within a month. 
 

Even I should be able do that. Other recipes are available on the 
internet. 
 
Next Meeting 16/03/20. Gary Leaver is now operating Avondale 
Nursery adjacent to Russell’s. He will be telling us all about Hill 
Close Gardens in Warwick, which are a rare example of a 
Victorian style of gardening. They are interesting in terms of both 
social and horticultural history in Warwickshire, so come and join 
us if you can. 



  

 

 
VE Day As many of you know Baginton RBL and Finham Parish 
Council are planning to hold events on our Millennium Field on the 
weekend of the 8th–10th May. I have been asked if BG’s would like 
to set up a stall. If any member would like to organise a garden 
themed stall selling plants or a plant tombola or something else, 
please let Anne or I know by the March meeting at the latest.   
 
Fund Raising It was suggested at the recent committee meeting 
that members might like to bring along samples of any preserves 
they have made this year for sale in aid of BG funds at £1 per jar 
or bottle, unless it’s fruit gin or similar, which might attract a 
substantial premium! 
 
Subs Membership in 2020 will remain at £10 plus £1 per meeting 
for members or £3 per meeting for visitors. Members get 10% off 
ALL full price purchases at our 4 local garden centres. To enjoy 
these discounts throughout 2020 it’s best to join the BG’s ASAP. 
 

Date Speaker Topic 

16/03/20 Gary Leaver 
A Year at Hill Close 
Gardens 

18/05/20 
David 
Cheshire 

The Art of Bonsai 

20/07/20 TBA  

21/09/20 TBA  

23/11/20 Robert Taylor BG biennial Quiz 

 
For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476301104  
or e-mail anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 
 
 



  

 

St John the Baptist Church 
 

Services for March 
1st 1st Sunday of Lent 10.00am Village Service  
8th 2nd Sunday of Lent 10.00am Holy Communion 
15th 3rd Sunday of Lent 10.00am Holy Communion 
22nd 4thSunday of Lent/ 10.00am Holy Communion 
 Mothering Sunday 
29th 5thSunday of Lent 10.00am United Holy  
   Communion 
 
Children are always most welcome at church, especially at the 
village services which fall on the first Sunday of each month, when 
our Sunday School runs alongside. Toys are available for young 
children in church 

 
Baginton Village RBL Club 
 

Watch the Six Nations 
Saturday 7th March   England v Wales 4.45pmKO 
Saturday 14th March   Wales v Scotland 2.15pmKO 
    Italy v England 4.45pmKO 
    France v Ireland 8.00pmKO  
The club will be open 15 minutes before kickoff for these Saturday 
matches. 
 
Club Darts We currently play in the Kenilworth League on a 
Monday Evening and are looking for more players. We are friendly 
social group of players of varying standards. If you are interested, 
pop down the club and have a knock up, or leave a message on 
our Facebook page. 
 

Garage Sale 

17 Coventry Road  
(rearentrance) 

Saturday 28th March 

10.00am – 4.30pm 
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Baginton Open Gardens 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Baginton Open Gardens  
Saturday 20

th
 and  

Sunday 21
st

 June 
 

This event is organised to raise 
much needed funds to support  
our beautiful village church. 

 

It is also a perfect chance to meet  
people who live in our village  
and explore the great variety of  
gardens that make up Baginton. 

 

Would you like to be 
part of this event? 
Would you like to share 
your garden or nominate  
someone else’s garden? 
 

We would love to  

hear from you  
 

Sue Williams 
76307255 
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Sing Baginton 2020 
 
Some of you will remember that Dave Willetts and I led a singing 
event in 2018 to raise money for Dementia charities. With your 
generosity we were able to donate £500.  
 
It was great fun so we want to do it all again but this time we want 
to raise money for children’s cancer and chromosome disorder 
charities. The target is at least £250 for each of the charities. 
 
The event will take place at the British Legion club in Kimberley 
Road on Friday 13th March 2020 starting at 7.30pm. 
 
You will know most of the songs and song books will be provided. 
Drinks and snacks will be on sale. It’s all about joining in and 
having a good time!  
 
There are only 100 tickets so you need to be quick.  
Tickets are £5 each available from the Oak, the Baginton Village 
Store, The British Legion club, and Robert and Anne Taylor, 32 
Mill Hill, 02476301104 or robert@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 
 
Robert Taylor 
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Coventry and Warwickshire Local Group    

 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/coventryandwarwickshire 
www.facebook.com/RSPBCovWarks 

 
Local Walk: Pooley Country Park &Alvecote Pools, Warks 
Wednesday 11 March, 9.30am at CP car park 
By car, email: covbirding@btinternet.com for more information. 

 
Field Trip: RSPB Leighton Moss, Lancashire 
Sunday 22 March, 7am by coach from Cox St/Lower Ford St 
Coach fare £20 Group members, £23 Non group members 
Book by email: covbirding@btinternet.com 
 
Indoor Meeting: Birdwatching in Oman & North Africa 
Friday 27 March, 7.30pm at Baginton Village Hall 
Admission £2 Group members, £4 Non group members 
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Baginton Public Bus Service Survey 

Tick next to your answers and return the form to the Village Stores, 
a Parish Councillor or email bagintonpc@gmail.com 

 

1. How often do you do you use the bus service in Baginton? 
Daily 
Several times per week 
Weekly 
Monthly 
Rarely or Never 

2. If Rarely or Never, why not? (Please tick all that apply) 
I have my own transport 
The bus doesn’t go to my destination 
The return service isn’t right for me 
Too expensive 
I prefer a taxi 
I rely on others (friends and family) 
I don’t like bus travel 

3. Would you use buses more if you could specify a time? 
Yes   
No 

4. What would your key buses be for(tick all that apply)? 
Work 
Shopping 
Leisure 
Health (hospital, doctor etc) 
Other (specify) – 

5. What would be your ideal local bus service? 
Specify your destination, leave time from Baginton, return 
time to Baginton, what days of week or month, how often? 
 
 
 

 
 
Please include any further comments below: - 
 


