
Baginton Gardeners. 

September meeting. This excellent illustrated talk, Winter in Bloom by Samantha Hopes, 

provided lots of interesting ideas of how to retain interest in the garden during the winter. 

Although a geologist by training she has worked at a number of the UK’s foremost gardening 

institutions including Birmingham Botanical Gardens, RHS Wisely, Kew Gardens and Great 

Dixter. 

She advised using the low angle of the sun to light up plants and recommended a mixture of 

conifers. However, slow growing conifers are best even although they are more expensive 

to buy than fast growing ones which can quickly get too big for the plot. She recommended 

variegated, berried Holly, Yew, and Mahonia such as Soft Caress. For interesting stems, she 

mentioned multi stemmed ‘Silver Shadow’ Birch [bark stays white,] Cornus Dogwood ‘Mid-

Winter Fire, Acers and twisted Hazel. 

For scent there is Viburnum, Hamamelis i.e. Witch Hazel, such as Harry, or Diane.  

Climbers included winter flowering Clematis and Garrya elliptica [James Root has beautiful 

long white tassels] 

Grasses and teasels add form and colour as do Helebores, Iris, ferns [different varieties are 

green at different times and as we get into the new year there are bulbs, winter aconites, 

cyclamen, crocus [unless you enjoy the presence of squirrels]  

Samantha and her husband have their own small nursery and a lovely website at  

http://www.hopesgardenplants.co.uk/  Samantha also highly recommends Ashwood 

Nurseries https://www.ashwoodnurseries.com/   near Kingswinford for spectacular winter 

gardens and plant sales. The committee are considering organizing a visit. Nearer to home 

many of the plants she mentions are of course available at our excellent Baginton nurseries 

as is advice on what should do well in our growing conditions. 

Wildflowers. Thanks to all members who helped plough the field and scatter at the Lucy 

Price play area on the 12th of October. Thanks to Tudor Environmental on Rowley Road for 

supplying discounted seed.  

Fund Raising. It was suggested at the recent committee meeting that members might like to 

bring along samples of any preserves they have made this year for sale in aid of BG funds at 

£1 per jar or bottle, unless it’s fruit gin or similar, which might attract a substantial 

premium! 

I have a few copies of the BG members Christmas 2019 picture quiz remaining at £2 each. If 

anyone wants one contact us [see below] and we’ll deliver. Entries to be in on, or before, 

the 25th of November. 

Xmas Dinner. Anne has booked the Baginton Oak for Thursday the 12th of December - 7pm 

for 7.30. Menus and prices will be circulated when available.   

November 25th meeting. This is our biennial Gardeners Question Time. Thanks for all the 

questions submitted so far. More question are welcome. Please send them to Anne ASAP. 

http://www.hopesgardenplants.co.uk/
https://www.ashwoodnurseries.com/


Once these questions are dealt with then of course further questions may be asked on the 

night. 

Garlic. Now’s the time to put in autumn planting garlic cloves for a crop next summer. My 

garlic crop was a disaster this year due to white rot which means, apparently, that I can’t 

grow garlic in that patch until 2034 [if I’m spared!]  However, I’ve planted some in a 

different area so here’s hoping.  

Subs. Membership in 2019 remains at £10 plus £1 per meeting for members or £3 per 

meeting for visitors. Members get 10% off ALL full price purchases at our 4 local garden 

centres. We now have 38 members. 

Date Speaker Topic 

   

Monday 25th Nov TBA Gardeners Question Time 

 

For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476301104 or e-mail 

anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk.     

Robert Taylor.  

mailto:anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk

