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Please Note –  
information in  
the Newsletter  

was correct at the  
time of editing  
on 24

th
 April 

 

Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, 

most village events and regular 

activities have been  

suspended.  

See specific Newsletter 

entries for details and for 

those still continuing  

(as at 24.04.20) 
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Happy 100
th

 Birthday! 
 
Congratulations and a belated Happy Birthday to 
Bill Cassells, who celebrated his 100th birthday 
last month. 

 

 
 
Air Ambulance 
Clothes Bank 
 
We understand that many people have clothes to donate, but as 
the Charity shops are shut, they are struggling to know what to do 
with them and some are even going to waste.  
To help with this, the Air Ambulance clothes bank at Russells has 
been placed on the driveway, where it is accessible for both drop 
off and collection.  
Thank you 
 
 

Calling Calligraphers 
 

Are you able to write in an  

old-fashioned 

English cursive text? 

We are looking for someone who could write into 

the Church’s  

Book of Remembrance. 

Please give me a call if you are able to helpSue 

76307255 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
 

Bagot’s Castle – April 2020 News 
 
I hope you all had a lovely Easter with the glorious weather and 
managed to have an enjoyable time despite the current restrictions 
in place. Unfortunately we had to cancel our Easter Egg Hunt at 
the castle due to the coronavirus, which was a shame, but better to 
be safe in these very difficult times and we will look forward to 
holding it again next year. 
 
We had 200 chocolate eggs, which we had purchased well in 
advance for the four day event, The Trustees and myself decided 
we would give children in Baginton an Easter egg.  Families who 
came out for a walk on Easter Sunday and walked past the castle 
gates were able to pick up an egg for each child in their family.  
We managed to give away three quarters of the eggs and the 
remainder were given to the children’s hospital by one of our 
volunteers.  I would like to say thank you to all who came along 
and for abiding by the social distancing guidelines in place. Thank 
you for your kind comments and we hope to see you at the Castle 
again when we are able to open our gates. 
 
May is bluebell time at Bagot’s Castle, where the display and scent 
of the bluebells is a sight to be seen. Unfortunately we will not be 
allowed to open our gates for everyone to see this year. We will 
take photographs and put in the newsletter next month.  
 
The upkeep of the site is continuing and maintenance jobs are 
being carried out. Last month we planted 3000 sedum plugs on the 
monument to further protect it. Funding for this project was from a 
grant given to us by Historic England. The trees we planted late 
last year are now budding and coming into leaf. 
Fencing is being replaced and the pond walk is having a topping of 
bark. 
 
We hope you will be able to visit us soon in the meantime ‘stay 
safe’. 
 
David Hewer 
Custodian of Bagot’s Castle 
 
 



  

 

 

Baginton Parish Council 
 

Dear Residents, 
 
I hope you are all well and staying safe during the current situation. 
 
The Parish Council has also been affected by the restrictions in 
place due to COVID 19 and we have taken advice on how to 
operate during these difficult times.  
Below are a few key actions. 
 

 Our playground has been closed to prevent the risk of virus 

transfer via play equipment. 

 Village notice boards are no longer being updated. 

 Our litter picker has been given permission to halt his 

activities. 

 Scheduled Parish Council meetings are cancelled for the 

foreseeable future. 

 Safety checks on the Village Hall defibrillator have been 

deemed essential and continue on a weekly basis. 

 
New Government legislation from April 2020 has also given us 
some additional flexibility regarding our legal duties. 
 

 Our Annual Assembly no longer needs to be held before 

June. An extension until May 2021 has been granted. 

 Our Parish Council Annual meeting to elect a Chairman, 

Vice-Chair, committee members and representatives on 

external bodies no longer has to be held in May.  

 As a last resort, permission has been granted for Parish 

Council meetings to be held via social media, provided a 

strict series of conditions are met. 

 The requirement to produce an Annual Return for 

2019/2020 has been extended until September 2020. 

 Public notices and legal documents are deemed to have 

been served if they are mounted on the website at 

www.baginton-village.org.uk 

 
 



  

 

 
 
Other Matters 
With restrictions in place, many activities have been reduced or 
suspended completely. 
 

 Public services such as refuse collection and recycling 

were briefly suspended whilst WDC established new 

COVID 19 compliant practices. Advice from WDC is to put 

your bins out and leave them out. They will be collected 

ASAP. 

 Construction work is continuing locally, but only where it 

can be completed in accordance with the Government’s 

COVID 19 safeguarding practices. 

 The new bridge over the A45 is now in place, but finishing 

works are still required. 

 Some weekly bus services have reverted to the Saturday 

timetable. Advice is to check with your provider before 

travelling. 

 Closure of many shops and hospitality venues has 

released police from normal duties, so more foot patrols 

are being organised locally. 

A team of volunteers continue to offer help during the lockdown. 
Contact Mrs Louise Cluff on 07960 257972 for the help available 
within the village. 
 
Warwickshire County Council (WCC) has a helpline for vulnerable 
people as well as an advice line. If you'vebeen identified as 
extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 by the NHS and need to self-
isolate, call 0800 408 1447 for support. 
Advice for everyone on coronavirus is available on the WCC 
website at www.warwickshire.gov.uk or on 01926 410410 

 
STAY AT HOME   PROTECT THE NHS   SAVE LIVES 

 
Phil Clark 
Clerk to Baginton Parish Council. 
 
 
 



  

 

 

Warwickshire Police and WCC Trading 
Standards - Beware of Telephone Scams 
 
Warwickshire Police and Warwickshire County Council Trading 
Standards are aware that criminals are trying to exploit the national 
coronavirus crisis and take advantage of innocent people. 
 
Fraudsters purporting to be from the police or your bank are 
targeting elderly and vulnerable people to try and steal money from 
their accounts The callers will often seem genuine, offering you the 
opportunity to call them back to prove their identity. They establish 
their trust with you by confirming some of your personal details and 
will then make up a story in which money in your bank account 
needs to be transferred or withdrawn. 
 
The police or your bank will never: 
 

 Contact you out of the blue and ask for your personal 
details, including your PIN number, password or account 
details. 

 Ask you to transfer money into another account to 
‘protect’ your money from fraud or for other fraud reasons. 

 Ask you to withdraw cash to hand to someone for safe 
keeping. 

 Send someone to your home to collect cash, bank cards, 
account details or PIN numbers. 

 
Protect yourself  
 

 If you are unsure whether someone on the phone is 
genuine, hang up and then use a different line to call the 
organisation they are purporting to be from using a number 
from the phone book or internet, to verify their identity. 

 Don’t give out your personal information to anyone over the 
phone, including your PIN number and bank account or 
card details. 

 If you have given out your personal banking details to 
someone over the phone or have given someone your card 
details, contact your bank immediately to cancel your card. 
 
 
 



  

 

 
Where to go for help 
 

 If you receive a call from someone purporting to be a police 
officer and asking you to withdraw or transfer money, call 
Warwickshire Police on 101 – the more intelligence we 
receive, the more likely we are to catch those responsible. 

 If you have been a victim of a telephone scam, please 
report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via their 
website: https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ 

 For help and advice on scams, contact Citizens Advice 
Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133. 

 
 

Baginton Open Gardens 
 
It is with regret that we inform you that Open 
Gardens 2020 has been cancelled. We hope to be 
able to reschedule the event at some time and will 
keep you informed. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
St. John the Baptist Church, Baginton  
 

Editorial  
 
If you would like to advertise in the Newsletter, you can contact 
Doreen Ebbrell on 024 76301205 or email 
bagintonnews@btinternet.com 
Costs are £12 per page per issue or £6 per half page per issue, 
with 10 issues of the Newsletter a year. 
 
The copy date for the June Newsletter is Monday 18th May. Copy 
should be sent to bagintonnews@btinternet.comShould you wish 
to have something included in the newsletter but you are unable to 
send your contribution electronically, please drop it off at Baginton 
Village Store FAO Anne or Julie and it can easily be written up. 
Please note that views expressed in this Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 

 
Julie Keightley (7621 0163) and Ann Bush (7630 3515) 
 

mailto:bagintonnews@btinternet.com
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Baginton Gardeners 
 
It’s a bit weird, but in and around Baginton there’s probably more 
gardening going on than ever before. We’re very lucky in having 
first class garden centres in the village ,which will deliver anything 
you require and of course it’s important that we support all local 
businesses as much as we can in these difficult times. As I write, 
Smiths sometimes stop taking orders as they try and catch up on 
delivery backlogs so you may have to be patient. You can order 
electronically or by phone. Give us a ring if you need contact 
details. 
 
Advice 
If anyone in Baginton is doing more in their garden than usual and 
needs any advice, give us a ring and we’ll try and point you in the 
right direction. Of course there’s vast amounts of advice on the 
internet, the most comprehensive of which is probably the BBC’s 
Gardeners World website - https://www.gardenersworld.com/ 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
Our Garden 
Here everything is doing well so far. The roses have got greenfly, 
but we try and discourage that with a garlic spray made from last 
year’s left over garlic and squash the few remaining garlicloving 
green fly when required. We’re awash just now with bluebells, 
forget-me-nots, green alkanet and nettles, but we try and confine 
them to our ‘wilder’ areas. The blossom looks good on the plums, 
damsons, apples, blueberries and redcurrants, so here’s hoping 
our dwindling pollinators are working their little socks off. I hope I 
helped a bit by dabbing a small soft paintbrush into the Damson 
blossom but who knows. 
My brilliant idea to grow strawberries in a table top high bed 2.4 x 
0.6 metre bed was trashed by vine weevils, so I’ve had to replace 
all the compost and the strawberry plants. They say the first sign of 
madness is to do the same thing again and expect a different 
result. We shall see. 
Peas. We’ve tried a number of varieties, but the one that works for 
us is a heritage variety I originally got a few years ago from 
Garden Organic called Harold Idle. We save a few each year to 
sow the next year and so far, they’ve been very successful. They 
are very tall so we grow them up the side of the 1.8m fruit cage 
netting. 
 
May meeting 
We’ll let you know nearer the time if this will go ahead, but I’m not 
optimistic. 
 
Subs 
Membership in 2020 will remain at £10 plus £1 per meeting for 
members or £3 per meeting for visitors.  
 

Date Speaker Topic 

18/05/20 David Cheshire The Art of Bonsai 

20/07/20 Lucy Hartley 
Principles and Pitfalls of New 
Border Design 

21/09/20 Gary Leaver A Year at Hill Close Gardens 

23/11/20 Robert Taylor BG biennial Quiz 

 
For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476301104  
or e-mail anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 



  

 

 

Party in the Park 
 
We are absolutely devastated to 
announce this, but the Baginton 
Village Events Committee has 
come to the decision that we have to 
cancel Party in the Park 2020. 
 
Without doubt, this was not a course of action we hoped to take for 
our 10thanniversary event, but following the new government 
announcement of an extended lock-down last week – and in times 
of such uncertainty – this is now our only viable option.  
We need to think of the safety and well-being of our ticket-holders, 
artists, crews and supporting teams.  
 
We’re extremely hopeful that the situation in the UK will have 
improved enormously by July. Even if it has, we feel that we are no 
longer able to proceed with the event, which welcomes just under 
2000 people to gather at our wonderful family event.  
 
This has not been an easy decision to make, but we feel that it is 
the right one with so many other events of large gatherings 
cancelling or postponing their events as well.  
 
We can’t stress enough how sorry we are that we have had to 
come to this decision; it wasn’t an easy one to make and we would 
like to offer our sincere apologies to those have already purchased 
tickets for a Party in the Park 2020.  
 
We would like to assure you that tickets for the 2020 event will be 
honoured for the 2021 event, which has been set as Saturday 
10thJuly; please do add this date to your diaries - we want it to be 
an event to remember and we hope to see as many of you there 
as possible! 
 
The cancellation of this year’s event will no doubt come as a huge 
blow to our incredible regular visitors and village volunteers who 
work so hard to make this event happen and we know that you 
were looking forward to the event, but we have to make this call for 
everyone’s safety.  
 



  

 

Now, more than ever, we can’t wait to welcome you to our 
10thanniversary Party in the Park (albeit belated) on Saturday 
10thJuly 2021 and will have a line-up full of brilliant bands and 
performers so that we can make it a day / night to remember! 
Until then, we send our love and support to all of you. 
 
Please do what you can in your day-to-day lives to stay safe and 
we look forward to welcoming you with open arms to Party in the 
Park 2021 once this is all over. 
 

Baginton Village Stores 
 
If anyone is struggling to get groceries or supplies, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us at the shop on 02476 304961 or 07710 
928960 and if we have it, we can arrange to get it to you. 
 
Stay safe 
Walter and Ann 
 
 

Thank You 
 
I wish to say a huge thank you for all the lovely Get Well Cards, 
letters, kind messages and offers of help during my recent illness 
and operation. 
God Bless you all and stay safe. 
 
Lesley Amphlett 
 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle 
 
As a result of the unfortunate "lock down", our only form of contact 
has been regular messages from our Secretary, Rosemary. 
Keeping in touch is an important part of this isolation strategy - so 
let’s contact one another with messages/texts/emails. 
None of us have any idea when this situation will end and when we 
will get back our independence, but when "normal life" returns 
WE'LL MEET AGAIN. 
 
Stay SAFE and stay WELL. 
Prue Aubrey 

 


