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Forthcoming Events 
  

December 
1st  Village Service – 10am 

3rd  Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 

5th  Parish Council Meeting 

5th  Pensioners’ Christmas Lunch at The Oak 

7th  Lucy Price Christmas Party  

10th  Baginton Walkers 

11th   RSPB Local Walk 

15th   JLR Brass Band Christmas Concert –  

British Legion Club 4pm 

15th   Carol and Crib Service – 5pm  

18th  Mobile Library – 9.15 – 9.35am 

20th  Film Night – Nativity Rocks! 

January 
1st  RSPB Local Walk 

5th  Village Service – 10am 

7th  Ladies Friendship Circle Meeting 

8th  RSPB Local Walk 

9th  Parish Council Meeting 

14th  Baginton Walkers 

15th  Mobile Library – 9.15 – 9.35am 

18th  Copy Date for February Newsletter 

20th   Baginton Gardeners – 50 Things You Didn’t  

Know About Trees 

24th  RSPB Indoor Meeting  

26th  RSPB Field Trip 

31st   Film Night – Judy (TBC) 
 

Information on local attractions, services and events 

can also be found on the Baginton village website at 

www.baginton-village.org.uk 
 



 
Regular Village Activities 
 
Kaisho Karate – Village Hall – Monday/Tuesday from 5.30pm and Friday from 6.30pm 
Contact: Jane Hemmings 07581 126279 or email janebooth1@hotmail.com 

Baginton Gardeners – generally a Monday every other month 7.30pm – see  
Gardeners section in Newsletter for specific dates 
Contact: Robert & Anne Taylor 024 7630 1104 

Baginton Dog’s Club – Village Hall - Monday from 7.30pm 

Contact: Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 

Parent & Toddler Group – Village Hall – Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30am - Term-time only 

Art Group – Village Hall – Tuesday 1.30 – 3.30pm  

Contact: Avril 07837 785921 

Children's Swimming Club – Tuesday 6.00pm @ Kenilworth Pool  

Contact: Jo Fricker 07760 181539 email jo@fricker-family.co.uk 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle – Village Hall - first Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm  

Contact: Dawn Richardson 024 7630 2667 and Rosemary Sowter 024 7667 3381 

Village Hall Committee Meeting - second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm  

Contact: Doreen Ebbrell 024 7630 1205 

Baginton Walkers – group walk – second Tuesday of each month 9.45am  

Contact: Alan & Brenda Brown 024 7630 5509 

Card-making Club – Village Hall – Wednesday 9.30 – 12.30pm  

Contact: Olwynne Frankton 024 7641 0268 

Parish Council – Village Hall - first Thursday of each month 7.30pm  

Contact: Phil Clark 07746521087 

Football Coaching for all aged 5 - 11 – Millennium Field – each Saturday 9.45 -11.00am 

Contact: Justin Watt 07810 000999 

Church - St John the Baptist – Sunday Service 10.00am 

Contact: Reverend David Wintle024 7630 1283 

Churchwardens – Sue Williams 024 7630 7255&Dawn Richardson 024 76302667 

Village Hall, Frances Road 

Contact Della Thomas for bookings email baginton.vh@gmail.com 

mailto:janebooth1@hotmail.com
mailto:jo@fricker-family.couk


 

Baginton Parish Council 
 

Rowley Road 

The Parish Council have contacted both WDC Enforcement and WCC 

Highways regarding the poor night time road lighting, the frequently failing 

traffic lights, the excessive mud on the road and other issues.  

Additional lighting has already been installed, we have insisted on wheel 

washing facilities for traffic leaving the site and WCC Highways have 

been told that the contractors will have traffic management staff 

permanently on-site to deal with problems such as traffic light failures.  

We have also been told by the contractors that the traffic lights are due to 

be removed by 13th December, but will return in the New Year. 

 

Police Advice on Burglary Prevention over Christmas 

Set a timer to switch your lights on when it gets dark as unlit houses 

suggest no one is at home. 

Lock your doors, patios and windows, even when you are at home.  

If you have a burglar alarm, set it before you go out and before bed. 

Don’t leave keys or valuables near windows, doors or letterboxes, where 

burglars can reach through and steal them. 

Lock your garden gates, side entrances, sheds and garage doors. Don’t 

leave tools in your garden that can be used to break in. 

 

Police Advice on Driving in Fog 

Remember that Fog makes things wet and slippery too. 

In the day use dipped headlights, not sidelights. 

Only use fog lights when visibility is reduced below 100 metres. 

Rear fog lights are bright and can mask your brake lights. 

Beware of idiots with no lights on (my words not the Police!!) 

Beware of cyclists with no lights (Christmas present perhaps?)  

Brake slowly and indicate well in advance. 

Don’t speed, dazzle other drivers or brake hard. 

 

Police Advice on General Winter Travel 

A low sun and road glare can dazzle, so use your sunglasses. 

Keep vehicle fluids topped up, especially screen wash. 

Wiper blades work efficiently for about 3 years. Replace them? 

Please put antifreeze into your cooling system! 



Check your tyre tread depth, lights and signal light bulbs regularly. 

Keep chocolate bars, drinks, blankets, warm clothes and a shovel in the 

car. Take your mobile and keep it charged. Don’t let the fuel tank fall 

below half empty. If you get stuck, you then have fuel and provisions 

available to await your rescue. (Please feel free to eat your ‘emergency’ 

chocolate once the weather is better!!) 

 

Police Advice on Driving in High Winds 

Wind can push high sided vehicles into your lane. Be aware. 

You too may be pushed by winds. Be prepared. 

Be aware of debris on roads, especially in country lanes. 

 

Grit Bins 

A number of grit bins are situated around the village for your use. Don’t 

be afraid to use them - that’s what they are there for. I check them 

regularly and will get them refilled if necessary. Grit can be used to help 

make pavements safe too. Please use it if you need to. 

 

Merry Christmas 

Chairman Julie Keightley and the members of Baginton Parish Council 

send their greetings to residents along with their wishes for a very Happy 

Christmas and a prosperous New Year to all. 

 

There is no Newsletter in January, so the next two Parish Council 

meetings are on Thursday 5th December and Thursday 9th January, 

7:30pm at the Village Hall.  

 

Leonard Constable 
 
I would like to thank you all for the kind messages after the passing of my 
dear husband of sixty one years. Your cards, telephone calls and visits 
meant so much at this difficult time. I would also like to thank those of you 
who gave so generously in his name to our lovely church, St John the 
Baptist.  
 
Thank you. God bless you all. 
Doreen 
 
 
 



Baginton Swimming Club 
 

A little later than I’d hoped but here’s another update; 
What a fabulous year it’s been in the swimming club; at the end of the last 
school year we had 18 children regularly joining us at Abbey Fields on a 
Tuesday evening. In this academic year we have awarded 59 
achievement certificates! The children are assessed over several weeks 
each time and of course must be present to earn the certificate; they are 
also following the Swim England awards program and do have to work 
hard to achieve these. If there are any school age children living in 
Baginton that don’t attend these swimming lessons, then please e-mail 
me for more details on jo@fricker-family.co.uk 
 
We continue with our Lucy Price Swimming Club Trophy, being awarded 
to the swimmer who’s shown the most improvement over the year – 
congratulations to Joshua Thompson on winning and receiving the 
trophy at the end of July this year. 
 
The following achievements have been awarded throughout September 
2018 to July 2019. Congratulations to all; 
 

Swimming award stage 1:  
Isobel Crabb, Emily Crabb,  
Callum-Joe Crabtree,  
Amelia Thompson, Joshua 
Thompson,  
Seb Goodwin 

5 metre swim:  
Callum-Joe Crabtree, Alfie Walker,  
Amelia Thompson, Joshua 
Thompson,  
Seb Goodwin 

Swimming award stage 2:   
Isobel Crabb, Emily Crabb,  
Callum-Joe Crabtree,  
Amelia Thompson 

10 metre swim:  
Callum-Joe Crabtree, Alfie Walker,  
Amelia Thompson, Joshua 
Thompson, 

Swimming award stage 3: 
Emily Crabb 

20 metre swim:  
Emily Crabb, Henry Oldknow,  
Isaac Kerr, Ben Beardmore,  
Callum-Joe Crabtree, Alfie Walker, 
Amelia Thompson 

Swimming award stage 4:  
Zack Newman, Jayden Nakra,  
Calvin Nakra, Alfie Walker 

25 metre swim:  
Ben Beardmore, Callum-Joe 
Crabtree,  
Alfie Walker 

Swimming award stage 5:  
Oscar Fricker, Jayden Nakra,  
Calvin Nakra 

50 metre swim:  
Marcie Fricker, Zack Newman,  
Ben Beardmore, Alfie Walker 
 



Swimming award stage 6: 
Oscar Fricker, Amelie Oldknow 

100 metre swim:  
Marcie Fricker, Alfie Walker 

Swimming award stage 7:  
Oscar Fricker, Amelie Oldknow 

200 metre swim:  
Marcie Fricker, Alfie Walker 

Swimming award stage 8:  
Hemaraj Johal 

400 metre swim:  
Marcie Fricker, Calvin Nakra,  
Alfie Walker 

Swimming award stage 9:  
Hemaraj Johal 

800 metre swim:  
Oscar Fricker, Jayden Nakra,  
Alfie Walker 

Swimming award stage 10:  
Hemaraj Johal 

2000 metre swim:  
Hemaraj Johal 

 

Thank you to the Lucy Price Trust Fund for continuing to support the 
children of Baginton in learning lifesaving skills. 
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Police Community Messaging Service (CMS) 
 
The Community Messaging Service (CMS) is a free service being delivered 

by Warwickshire Police, providing local communities with local information.  

 

As well as general community information and crime prevention advice, 

they will send you messages relating to crimes and suspicious incidents by 

email. 

 

To register for the service go to https://cms.warwickshire.police.uk/register 

 

Follow the on screen instructions and set up your account.  

 

Once you have created your account, you can select and set up your CMS 

email preferences. 

 

For more information visit https://cms.warwickshire.police.uk/cms 

 

Remember, if you have any information that may assist the police and the 

community, please inform the police as soon as possible.  

 

Report any suspicious persons, vehicles or activity you spot in your area to 

the police on 101.  

 

In an emergency or if you believe a crime is in progress call 999. 

 

To pass information anonymously, call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or 

visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

 
 
 
 



  

 

Baginton Walkers 
 
The November walk used the route originally 

planned for June which was cancelled due to 

monsoon conditions! However with the recent 

almost continuous rain it was approached with 

some trepidation. The portents were not good with rain for the previous few 

days and showers early in the morning of the walk. However within a few 

minutes of arriving at the start point the rain stopped and the sky started to 

lighten, so, with some concern about the conditions underfoot, we started 

towards Church Lane and our first point of interest, Beorcul’s  Well, a 

freshwater spring. Originally used for baptisms it was, until 1939, used as a 

water supply for the nearby School and the origin of the village name of 

Berculswell or as we now call it, Berkswell.  

  

Passing by the church of St John Baptist dating from the 12th century with 

its unusual 2 storey timber framed porch, we walked across the narrow 

causeway over the marshy area and brook towards the lake overlooking 

Berkswell Hall. Our group leaders had spotted 2 sheep at the end of the 

causeway, but presumed that they had seen our party with the dogs and 

had decided to move away. It came as some surprise to find them trapped 

by one of the gates, stuck in brambles at the side of the path and clearly in 

some distress. Moving the dogs to a safe distance, intrepid members of our 

group struggled to release the animals from the brambles and finally put 

them back on the path to their friends in the nearby field.  

 

Moving on we had a good view of the Hall, now converted into apartments 

and undergoing external restoration, across the lake. Through a field and 

past a small wood we came across preparations for the HS2 route with the 

re-routing of a major gas pipe-line, although given the recent weather work 

appeared to have been suspended, at least for the time being. Diverting 

around and through the site we came to the quarry and its adjacent waste 

disposal site and tarmacked lanes to make the walking easier. Our coffee 

stop, normally at a place of interest, on this occasion had to be on a grass 

verge as, other than scattered farm buildings, there was no suitable place 

to take our break.  

 

 



  

 

 

Continuing on we crossed a recently ploughed field, which made walking 

very difficult as the mud seemed to want to keep our feet on the ground and 

every step added weight to our walking boots. Continuing over more fields 

and skirting ponds, we headed up to a ridge where the wind turned cold 

and gusty. On a good day, there is a panoramic view of Birmingham and 

the Lickey Hills, but today all we could see were the vague shadows of 

Birmingham City Centre and the outline of the hills. Crossing more muddy 

fields we eventually arrived at a metalled track passing Blind Hall, a 

reputedly haunted 17th Century Grade 2 listed building and down to the 

main road. Crossing the road we returned to the car park along a track 

between the school and the Church, giving us a view of the new addition to 

the church as well as an unusual stone war memorial in the graveyard.  

Getting back to the cars just as it started to rain we headed off to The 

Brickmakers Arms and a very well deserved drink and lunch. 

 

Our next walk on Tuesday 10th December starts at 10am from the Queen’s 

Head, Queens Rd, Bretford CV23 0JY (sorry dogs not allowed in the pub). 

 

For the walk on Tuesday 14th January we will meet at 9.45am in Crackley 

Lane - park on the right at the first entrance into the woods, and return to 

Baginton for lunch at The Oak, which has been awarded recognition as The 

most dog friendly pub in the West Midlands. 

 

Bagot’s Castle – December 2019 – January 2020 
 

Bagot’s Castle is now closed and we will reopen next year on Saturday 4th 

April 2020. We had our last event for the year at the castle on Thursday 

31st October which was our annual Halloween Event. The castle looked 

amazing with lights placed on the monument and pumpkins and lights 

placed on the fence on the walk down to the castle. Spiders and creepy 

crawlers were placed around the castle for the children to find to claim their 

lucky dip and everyone enjoyed themselves. I would like to thank 

Morrison’s in Leamington for their donation towards our lucky dip prizes 

and cakes for the children. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

We now have a busy winter ahead of us when the hard work begins.   Over 

the next few months, myself and volunteers will be carrying out the annual 

maintenance. Our schedule will include replacing fence posts, the planting 

of 350 trees and hedging, which we have received from The Woodland 

Trust, the planting of 4200 sedums on the monument and general tidying 

up of the site. 

 

The Brethren will again this year be helping us with our winter tidy up on 

Saturday 30th November.  We are very grateful for their help for the whole 

day. 

I would like to thank my volunteers for all their hard work and support this 

year. 

 

I would like to wish you a Very Happy Christmas and very best wishes for 

2020 from all of us at Bagot’s Castle. 

David Hewer, Custodian of Bagot’s Castle 

 

Editorial  
 
If you would like to advertise in the Newsletter, you can contact Doreen 

Ebbrell on 024 76301205 or email bagintonnews@btinternet.com 

Costs are £12 per page per issue or £6 per half page per issue, with 10 

issues of the Newsletter a year.  

 

The copy date for the February Newsletter is Saturday 18thJanuary. Copy 

should be sent to bagintonnews@btinternet.com Should you wish to have 

something included in the newsletter but you are unable to send your 

contribution electronically, please drop it off at Baginton Village Store FAO 

Anne or Julie and it can easily be written up.  

 

Please note that views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily 

those of the editors. 

 

We wish you all a Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

Julie Keightley (7621 0163) and Ann Bush (7630 3515) 
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VE Day 75th Anniversary  

Celebration 
 

On the Bank Holiday weekend of 8th - 10th May 2020, Baginton Royal 

British Legion and Finham Parish Council will be holding a number of 

events on the Millennium Field Baginton and Baginton RBL Club to 

celebrate the ending of World War 2 in Europe. 

 

We will be commemorating not only the brave men and women who 

fought all the way off the beaches of Normandy, but also those who 

fought their way up through Italy from Salerno who are all too often 

not mentioned and all the armed services, plus the merchant navy, 

fire service, land girls, factory workers, miners and the many who had 

an input in the victory. 

 

There will be a celebration picnic, stalls, period dress, vintage 

vehicles, entertainment, games and competitions. We will be working 

alongside and with local businesses and local schools. 

 

A full programme of events will be published nearer to the time, but it 

is hoped that jointly we can achieve something worthy of all these 

men and women, some of whom sacrificed their lives. 

 

We have a joint committee established, but if you would like to 

become a volunteer or to help nearer the time or on the day or have 

suggestions and ideas of how we can make these events better 

please contact either 

Gordon Tracey email gordontracey4@gmail.com 

or Paul Davies email paulbdavies2010@gmail.com 

 

 



  

 

Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle 
 
We decided to hold our AGM in January rather than November as our new 

Group began in that month this year. We still had our usual fish and chip 

supper at our November meeting. Some of our members gave Rosemary, 

our secretary, a childhood photo, which she turned into a collage of 

photographs with celebrity photos interspersed. It was great fun trying to 

work out who they were - some were extremely difficult. 

 

If you are thinking of joining us, (we don’t bite very often) you would be 

made very welcome. The cost for one evening would be £3. 

The annual subscription will be £25 with 50p each meeting for 

refreshments. 

Next month will be the Christmas party for our members. 

Dawn Richardson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisements have been removed from the Website copy of the 
Newsletter, in order to minimise the time to download it 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

Coventry and Warwickshire Local Group    
 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/coventryandwarwickshire 
www.facebook.com/RSPBCovWarks 
 

Local Walk: WMBC Ladywalk 
Wednesday 11 December, 9.30am at secured car park. 
By car, email: covbirding@btinternet.com for more information.  
 
Local Walk: WkWT Brandon Marsh, Warwickshire 
Wednesday 1 January, 10am at car park. 
By car, email: covbirding@btinternet.com for more information.  
 
Local Walk: Packington Estates Marsh Lane, Warwickshire 
Wednesday 8 January, 9.30am at secured car park 
By car, email: covbirding@btinternet.com for more information. 
 
Indoor Meeting: Photographic Competition and Quiz Night 
Friday 24 January, 7.30pm at Baginton Village Hall 
Admission £2 Group members, £4 Non group members 
 
Field Trip: EWT Fingringhoe Wick, Essex 
Sunday 26 January, 7am by coach from Cox Street/Lower Ford Street 
Coach fare £20 Group members, £23 Non group members 
Book by email: covbirding@btinternet.com 
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Baginton Gardeners 
 

I’m still trying to catch up with garden jobs that would have been best done 

in October or November, but for those who are short of things to do in the 

garden in December the RHS suggests; 

 Insulate all outdoor taps and remove any watering system multiple 

hose connector manifolds to stop them freezing and splitting. 

 Prune open grown (not wall trained) apples and pears. 

 Prune acers, birches and pines before Christmas to prevent 

bleeding. 

 Take hardwood cuttings. 

 

Gardeners Question Time  

This was held on 25th November and I will report any nuggets of wisdom we 

get from Brian, Tim and Mick in the February newsletter. 

 

January meeting and AGM  

Liz Taylor is going to talk to us on “50 Things You Didn’t Know About 

Trees.” Of course we’ve also got the excitement of the AGM. As ever we’re 

looking for new blood and nominations for chair, secretary, treasurer and 

committee members are all welcome. If anyone would like to stand for any 

of these roles, please let us know before the meeting starts. 

 

Fund Raising  

It was suggested at the recent committee meeting that members might like 

to bring along samples of any preserves they have made this year for sale 

in aid of BG funds at £1 per jar or bottle, unless it’s fruit gin or similar, which 

might attract a substantial premium! 

 

Xmas Dinner  

Anne has booked the Baginton Oak for Thursday 12th December - 7pm for 

7.30. Menus and prices have been circulated and so far we have 22 

members on the list but more should be added by our November meeting. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

David Cheshire Bonsai  

David has now set up in the same space as John Gillies on Russell’s site, 

offering a superb range of Bonsai. As you can see below, he’s down to give 

us a talk in May, but he has agreed to join the 10% off discount offered to 

BG members by the other garden centres in Baginton.  

 

Subs Membership in 2020 will remain at £10 plus £1 per meeting for 

members or £3 per meeting for visitors. Members get 10% off ALL full price 

purchases at our 4 local garden centres. To enjoy these discounts it’s best 

to join the BG’s in January to get discounts throughout 2020. 

 

Date Speaker Topic 

20/01/20 Liz Taylor 
50 things you didn’t know 

about trees, + the AGM 

16/03/20 TBA  

18/05/20 David Cheshire The Art of Bonsai 

20/07/20 TBA  

21/09/20 TBA  

23/11/20 Robert Taylor BG biennial Quiz 

 

For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476301104  

or e-mail anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 
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Community Forum Grants – Spend It or Lose It 
 
The Community Forum Grant Fund is a 
joint initiative between Warwickshire 
County Council and Warwick District 
Council, who provide a pot of money each 
year that can be distributed to local 
groups and individuals. There are seven 
community forums in Warwick District, 
each with their own pot of money to 
spend on areas of work which support 
local need.  
 
Baginton comes under the Warwick Rural East Community Forum and 
there is still over £7000 that needs to be allocated this financial year, 
else it risks being put back into central funds! 
 
Are you a community group or voluntary organisation?  
Do you have an idea for a project that will benefit our community?  
If so, the forum grant fund may be able to help up to a maximum of £3000. 
 
The Grant Fund final round runs from Monday 2nd December with a closing date 
of Monday 20th January 2020.To apply for the funds, search for “community 
forum” on the Warwick District Council website to find the information you 
need and a link to the grant application form. 
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St John the Baptist Church 

 

Services for December 

1st Advent Sunday  10.00am Village Service 

8th 2ndSunday of Advent  10.00am Holy Communion 

15th 3rdSunday of Advent  5.00pm Carol and Crib  

Service 

22nd 4th Sunday of Advent  10.00am Holy Communion 

 

Christmas Services 2019 - Unfortunately, due to unforeseen 

circumstances, there will no Christmas Eve Mass this year. 

 

Children are always most welcome at church, especially at the village 

services which fall on the first Sunday of each month, when our Sunday 

School runs alongside. Toys are available for young children in church 

 

Carol Service 

 

Sunday 15th December 

St John the Baptist Church, 

Baginton at 5pm 

 

 

It would be lovely to see you and your families joining us. For further 

information call Dawn on 02476 302667 

 
 
 



  

 

 

Refuse Collection Changes for Christmas  
 
Over Christmas, the day for your refuse collection will change. This will 

mean that: - 

 

If your collection is usually on a Monday: - 

Your Grey bin will be emptied on Saturday 21st December 

 

If your collection is usually on a Tuesday: - 

Your Grey bin will be emptied on Monday 23rd December 

 

Please ensure your bin is presented at the edge of your property by 7am on 

the collection day.  

 

Your Recycling will be collected on your normal day. 

 

Recycling wrapping paper and Christmas cards 

Recycle wrapping paper and Christmas cards with your cardboard. We 

cannot recycle foil wrapping paper, glittery wrapping paper, glittery cards, 

ribbons, bows and tape. 

 

What to do with extra recycling over Christmas? 

Put extra recycling in a sturdy bag or small box (please keep each material 

separate) and place beside your red boxes and bags. Please flatten or cut 

large cardboard into pieces no larger than 1m x 1m. 

 

Christmas tree recycling 

Please cut your real Christmas tree into pieces and put it in your green bin 

for collection throughout January 2020. Make sure all decorations, tree 

stands, pots and netting are removed. 

 


