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Please Note –  
information in 

the Newsletter was  
correct at the 

time of editing on 21
st

  
June 

 

Due to the Covid-19 outbreak,  

most village events and regular 

activities have been  

suspended. 

See specific Newsletter  

entries for details and for  

those still continuing  

(as at 21.06.20) 
 



  

 

Thank You! 
 
Every day our amazing healthcare professionals and essential workers are 
putting in endless hours on the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
want to thank you all for everything you are doing during this challenging 
period. The work you are doing for the people and our Country without 
thinking of yourselves is truly wonderful. 
 
We would also like to say a big thank you to our wonderful neighbours. 
Many people are understandably anxious about COVID-19 and we have 
been amazed at how caring our lovely neighbours have been during this 
worrying time, when both of us have not enjoyed good health. We are so 
grateful for their kind words, help and gifts during this time and we could not 
ask for better neighbours.  
 
We also wish to thank all staff at The Oak for delivering their delicious 
meals as and when requested. 
 
Finally, thanks to our family for their care and attention to all of our needs 
during these difficult times. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
Ann and Bill Peake, Kimberley Road xxx 
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Baginton Parish Council 
 

Dear Residents, 
I hope you are all safe and well. 
 
Free Transport to School 
When Baginton Village School was closed around 1976, we were 
guaranteed places at the newly built Priors Field School in Kenilworth. 
Children were provided with free school transport to this, our 
catchment/priority school. Warwickshire County Council (WCC) removed 
this right last year following changes to national policy, whereby free school 
transport is only provided to the closest school. You may remember reading 
about our efforts and the efforts of the group in Baginton led by Lisa 
Conway, who tried everything to get WCC to change their mind.  
 
Following further complaints and growing pressure over the last 12 months, 
WCC have reconsidered their stance and are proposing a change to their 
Home to School Transport policy. The change affects the definition of a 
qualifying school. WCC propose that a qualifying school (one where 
transport will be provided) will be either the closest school or the priority 
school. They have launched a consultation that will run until 17th July, 
allowing the opportunity for residents to give their views on this policy 
change. 
 
To access the online survey, please use the link 
https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/schools/home-to-school-transport/ It only 
takes 3 minutes to AGREE with the proposal, so that Baginton children will 
be provided with free transport to the catchment school, even though it isn't 
our closest school.  
Just to help, for question 2 we are Warwick District and for question 3 we 
strongly agree with this review. 
 
If you do not have internet access, you can feed back by email to 
transportconsultation@warwickshire.gov.uk  
or write to the following address: - 

School Organisation and Planning,  
Saltisford Building 3,  
Warwickshire County Council,  
Ansell Way,  
Warwick, CV34 4UL  

 
 



  

 

 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
The Parish Council has been unable to meet in April, May and June due to 
COVID 19 restrictions. The next meeting is scheduled for 2nd July and it will 
be a virtual meeting. The agenda will be focussed on essential items and 
legal duties and will be available on our website by 28th June, along with 
details of how to attend. 
 
Rowley Road and Bubbenhall Road Developments 
There is a lot of groundwork happening around Baginton at the moment. 
The developers, SEGRO, have a website where you can access all sorts of 
information such as their Overview, Masterplan, details of the Country Park, 
Build Phases and Frequently Asked Questions. Go to  
https://www.segro.com/property-search/estates/united-kingdom/ 
Then scroll down and select “National” and then “SEGRO Park Coventry 
Gateway”. 
The infrastructure work is being undertaken by Buckingham Group. If you 
have any complaints, queries or observations you wish to raise with them, 
then e-mail gsc@buckinghamgroup.co.uk 
or call them on their 24-hour phone line 07817 054346 
 
Parish Council Accounts 
The Parish Council accounts for 2019/2020 are in the process of being 
finalised, along with the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. All 
will be mounted on the village website for you to view once they have been 
approved, as it is a statutory requirement for these items to be made 
available for public examination. If you wish to, you are entitled to meet with 
our Responsible Financial Officer at a mutually agreed time to discuss any 
matters arising from the accounts. This year, the period you will be able to 
exercise your public right is from Monday 31st August to Friday 9th October 
and a notice to confirm these arrangements will be mounted on the village 
website and notice board in due course. 
 
Next meeting: 2nd July (virtual meeting - see article above). 
 
Phil Clark 
Clerk to Baginton Parish Council. 
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Baginton Ladies Friendship Circle 
 
A report for publication in the June issue of the Baginton Newsletter 
seemed inconsequential, but we now seem to be slowly coming out of "lock 
down", with all its miseries, and so maybe we see a chink of light on the 
horizon.  
 
A feeling of optimism is surging and your committee are planning to go 
ahead with our August Meeting on Tuesday 4th August - a garden party in 
the garden of Doreen Constable. We will obviously adhere to social 
distancing, as advised by the Government, and we are hoping that by 4th 

August the nation's situation will be a little more relaxed.  THIS MEETING 
WILL BE OPEN TO MEMBERS ONLY.  Put this date in your diary, keep 
fingers crossed and hope for good weather.  If for any reason the occasion 
has to be cancelled, every member of B.L.F.C. will be notified.   
 
We have experienced very strange times and everyone will have their own 
story to tell. It has been very hard for many, but we will emerge from this 
with a huge resolve to treat our world and all its beauty with love and 
respect. See you all soon. 
 
Prue Aubrey 
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Changes to the Warwickshire Police Community 
Messaging Service 
 
Message from Chief Superintendent Ben Smith: Changes to our community 
messaging service 
 
“Key to Warwickshire Police protecting people from harm is how we engage 
with our communities. Back in 2016 we introduced this digital platform, our 
Community Messaging System (CMS), to enable us to provide information 
direct to service subscribers. This has been hugely beneficial and we hope 
you have valued the messages you have received via this system. 
 
Following feedback and a review of the current CMS, we have taken the 
decision to not continue using this current platform going forwards. We feel 
there are new community messaging systems now available, which will 
provide you and the public of Warwickshire with improved services in the 
future. 
 
Therefore from next week this CMS will no longer operate. We have 
identified a new community messaging system we hope to use in the very 
near future and look forward to being in a position to update you about this 
very soon. 
 
While I appreciate there will be short gap in the availability of a CMS while 
we make these changes, I fully expect in the long term this will provide you 
with a much improved service tailored to your local needs and 
communication preferences. 
 
During this interim period we will continue to communicate via our force and 
local social media accounts and our force website. Once our new CMS is 
set up we will ensure we promote this and how you can subscribe via our 
force website, so please do continue to watch this space for further 
updates. 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for your support and 
engagement and I look forward to this continuing in the future”. 
 
Warwick Rural East Safer Neighbourhood Team  have added that until the 
new messaging system is up and running, they will continue to share 
information via their social media pages: - 
 
 



  

 

 
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/kenilworthandwarwickruralpolice/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ - @KenilworthCops 
  
In addition, Kenilworth Watch has set up a temporary website providing 
crime alerts and community information. Simply go to the website 
https://thewrenwatch.wordpress.com and enter your email address and 
click 'sign me up'.  
The service is provided by local volunteers, compliant with GDPR and can 
be used by anyone including local householders, groups or specific area 
Neighbourhood Watch groups.  

 
Warwickshire Trading Standards - Age UK 
Beware of Bogus Letters 
 
Warwickshire Trading Standards is warning residents across Warwickshire 
to beware of bogus letters bearing the Age UK logo. The letters falsely 
claim that an Age UK Coventry and Warwickshire ‘housing surveyor’ has 
visited the property whilst the homeowner was out and carried out a visual 
inspection. The results of the ‘survey’ are attached to the letter, but this 
bears little resemblance to the actual property suggesting that it’s simply 
made up! 

 
The letter goes on to suggest that the property has begun to look neglected 
and requires building work/maintenance and that the sender will return to 
discuss the work that needs doing. 
The letter is poorly written, but does contain the name and address of the 
recipient. 
 
Age UK Coventry & Warwickshire has confirmed that these letters have not 
been sent by the charity and have issued a warning. 
Warwickshire Trading Standards advice to residents: 

1. Do not buy goods or services from unexpected doorstep traders. 
This includes any building work. 

2. If you have received a similar letter and then receive a visit, do not 
allow the visitor in to your home. Keep your door closed and report 
the incident to Warwickshire Trading Standards on 0808 223 1133. 

3. For more information and advice, visit:  
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/consumeradvice 
 

 



  

 

 
Bagot’s Castle – July and August 2020 
 
I hope all are safe and well in these difficult times. 
 

On the maintenance side of Bagot’s Castle, we have erected a metal fence 

which overlooks the castle.  We have many comments and how pleasing 

and in keeping with the site the fence looks. We are grateful to WDC 

Community Forum for part-funding this project. 

 

Since we opened Bagot’s Castle in the middle of May, we have received 

many visitors through our gates, which has been lovely and we have kept 

to the government guidelines. Our Visitor Centre has not been open, but we 

hope we will be able to let one couple or family in to look at the artefacts 

and read about the history soon.   

 

Our Season Tickets have proved to be very popular with visitors.  

During July and August we will open on 

Wednesdays and Fridays from 10.30 – 2.30 pm 

Please check our website for openings or call 07796 438711 for 

information. 

 

Mums, dads and grandparents, why not come and spend time at Bagot’s 

Castle with your children and bring a picnic?  We have picnic benches around 

the site, by the River Sowe, by the castle ruins, under a shady tree; walk 

around to find the perfect spot for you and your family.  

 

The children can take part in our various children’s trails and our new addition 

of Nature Detectives. They will enjoy hunting for clues around the site with a 

magnifying glass and there is a small reward at the end for each child – 

suitable for children from the age of 3 up to teenagers. A great way to learn 

about the history of the site, the castle, trees and nature. 

 

We also have some family games and “find the artefacts in the sand” - 

great fun for the very young, although not sure if we would be able to have 

these out at the present time. 

 

 



  

 

We have just heard today, Tuesday 16thJune, that Heritage Open Days will 

go ahead this year from 11th – 20th September and we will be taking part – 

opening on the 11th, 12th, 13th & 18th, 19th & 20th, the Fridays, Saturdays and 

Sundays from 1000 – 1600 hrs.  During this period no charge is made to 

visitors to the castle.  Check our website for updates: 

www.bagotscastle.org.uk 

 

Thank you to all who support us. 

David Hewer 

Custodian of Bagot’s Castle 

 

Free Parking Extended 
 
Following the lifting of government restrictions and to support the gradual 
reopening of town centre businesses, Warwick District Council (WDC) will 
continue to offer free parking until August.  
 
In line with government guidance and to assist key workers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic there has been no charge to park in the district’s 27 
Council operated car parks. With non-essential shops and businesses 
reopening, Councillors have made the decision not to reintroduce tariffs 
until 1st August, to encourage local people to come back to the high streets 
after many weeks of closure. 
 
WDC’s Portfolio Holder for Neighbourhood Services, Councillor Moira-Ann 
Grainger said; “Those coming in by car are advised to use the long-stay car 
parks, as we will be taking steps to ensure that the short-stay parking 
spaces closest to the main shopping areas are left free for the disabled and 
those with restricted mobility”. 
 
The Council is working alongside Warwickshire County Council on 
temporary road closures and traffic restrictions in Leamington Spa, 
Warwick and Kenilworth, which will allow for social distancing measures to 
be put in place outside shops and to accommodate those coming into the 
town centres by bicycle or on foot. 
 
Be careful not to get caught out though. Whilst parking in the WDC 
operated car parks is free, maximum stay restrictions still apply and 
charges for on street parking remain in place. Free parking does not cover 
those car parks that are not operated by WDC, such as Royal Priors and 
Talisman Square. 
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Editorial  
 
If you would like to advertise in the Newsletter, you can contact Doreen 
Ebbrell on 024 76301205 or email bagintonnews@btinternet.com 
Costs are £12 per page per issue or £6 per half page per issue, with 10 
issues of the Newsletter a year. 
 
The copy date for the September Newsletter is Monday 17th August. Copy 
should be sent to bagintonnews@btinternet.com Should you wish to have 
something included in the newsletter but you are unable to send your 
contribution electronically, please drop it off at Baginton Village Store FAO 
Anne or Julie and it can easily be written up. Please note that views 
expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editors. 

 
Julie Keightley (7621 0163) and Ann Bush (7630 3515) 
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Baginton Gardeners 
 

Garden Centres Our local garden centres have settled in to operating in 

Covid 19 safety mode, so they are all well worth a visit. Don’t forget to claim 

your 10% discount by showing your 2020 BG membership card. 

 

BG’s Summer 2020 Photo Competition As many of us have had the 

opportunity to spend much more time in our gardens this year, we thought 

we should have another photo competition so that members can share their 

successes. The photos must be taken by the member in their own garden 

in June, July or August. All members should now have a copy of the 

competition rules and timetable. If you have not received these yet please 

let us know.   

 

Advice If anyone in Baginton is doing more in their garden than usual and 

needs any advice, give us a ring and we’ll try and point you in the right 

direction. Of course, there’s vast amounts of advice on the internet, the 

most comprehensive of which is probably the BBC’s Gardeners World 

website - https://www.gardenersworld.com/ 

 

Our Garden Anne and I have been gardening in Baginton for nearly 20 

years now and much has gone well while some things have, well, been 

good learning experiences!  

Acanthus. A lovely plant with dark green leaves and attractive mauve / 

purple spikes. It’s a brute. Unless your garden is the size of Warwickshire 

don’t plant it. It spreads underground and is a nightmare to reduce or get rid 

of.  

Tools. I use a selection of Wolf handles along with their interchangeable 

tools all the time. Great tools and last forever. 

Blueberries are OK in Baginton’s mainly acid soil and brilliant in large pots 

filled with ericaceous compost. Produce year after year, they freeze well 

without sticking together and they are said to be a superfood.   

Raspberries. We have summer and autumn fruiting raspberries. All good, 

but autumn ones have many advantages. They don’t suffer much from 

raspberry beetle, they freeze well on trays and make brilliant jam and they 

can be picked through to early November with our current climate. You cut 

them all down to the ground in winter and they don’t need as much support 

or TLC as summer raspberries. Need some protection from birds.  



  

 

Extra tomato plants. If you need a few more tomato plants, then rather than 

buy them just use a large (150mm) pinched out side shoot taken from 

between the main stem and a leaf stem. Push it into some damp compost 

under cover and very quickly it will develop roots and turn into a new plant. 

Magic. 

 

July meeting We’ll let you know nearer the time if this will go ahead. We’ve 

talked to our speaker about running it as an online meeting and will let 

members know what’s possible nearer the time.  

 

Subs Membership in 2020 will remain at £10 plus £1 per meeting for 

members or £3 per meeting for visitors. The Committee will consider a 

reduction in 2021 if we have sufficient funds.   

 

Date Speaker Topic 

20/07/20 Lucy Hartley 
Principles and Pitfalls of New 

Border Design 

21/09/20 Gary Leaver A Year at Hill Close Gardens 

23/11/20 Robert Taylor BG biennial Quiz 

For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476301104  

or e-mail anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk 

 

Robert Taylor 

 

Motor Bike Nuisance 
 

Further to the report in the March Newsletter, more work has been done by 

the police to try to resolve the issue of noise nuisance from motor bikes on 

waste land between The Old Mill and the A45. In order to restrict access, 

Coventry City Council will be installing barriers at the under pass near Leaf 

Lane. The police have also requested barriers/posts to be installed by 

Warwickshire County Council at four locations on Warwickshire land. This 

includes the gate to the path by the river off Mill Hill, the entrance to the 

footpath alongside Baginton allotments, as well as the second underpass 

and an entrance to the rough land by the underpass.  
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Nothing but Sand and Beep Beeps 
 
I have some very fond childhood memories of playing in the old sand pits of 

Baginton, between the Village Hall and the then Old Hall. I could build 

dens, follow the great crested newts, play bows and arrows, as well as 

skate on the ice on the large pond. When I needed a change, I could go 

over to the large pits behind Edinburgh Villas and spend many hours with 

friends fishing for bream, roach, carp, pike and perch. The one thing that I 

failed to realise then was that these areas had been excavated over many 

years and thousands of tons of sand and gravel had been extracted, but at 

that time unlikely to cause me any harm in fact just the opposite, they were 

a source of great happiness and escapism. 

 

Today when I walk around my house on Coventry Road I can see sand all 
over my car, all over the windows and the sills and even all over my 
greenhouse. Normally I would just shrug my shoulders and say to myself 
that this is the cost of progress. However, the one thing that has caused me 
to be concerned and angry is the fact that I do not see the sand in the 
atmosphere and had not realised that I must be breathing these fine grains 
into my lungs each and every day. 
 
I recently spoke to a friend of mine who had just been for a stroll along 
Rowley Road to look at the new bridge and to see how it was progressing. 
He told me that he had not actually seen the bridge because high winds 
were blowing that day and resulted in massive clouds of sand being blown 
into the atmosphere completely obscuring his view.  
 
Most mornings when I venture out into the garden all I hear is the almost 
constant BEEP BEEP BEEP as giant bulldozers are reversing. I can only 
imagine that it must be unpleasant living on Rowley Road, particularly for 
any shift workers.  
 
For me, Baginton is no longer a place of great happiness and escapism; it 
is a forgotten and polluted enclave of Warwickshire. 
 

Fred Amphlett 
 

 
 



  

 

 
COVID 19 Test and Trace Scam 
 
Somebody claiming to be from NHS Test and Trace cold calls you. Their 
records show that you have been in contact with a positive COVID case 
and you need to be tested within the next 72 hours. They ask for the best 
mailing address for the self-test kit. They ask how many other people in the 
home may need to be tested. They take you through other questions to 
build your confidence in them. 
They then ask for a card payment for the kit, or state that the kit is free but 
you need to cover post and packaging. 
This isn't how the NHS Scheme works. Don't be scammed! 
 
If you are actually a contact of a person who has tested positive, the NHS 
Test and Trace service will contact you by email, text or phone. Text 
messages will come from NHStracing. Calls will come from 0300 0135000. 
You will be asked to sign in to the NHS Test and Trace contact tracing 
website at https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk  where you will be asked about 
your health and will be provided with health advice to keep yourself and 
others safe. If you cannot use the contact tracing website, they will arrange 
for this to be done over the phone. You will be asked to stay at home (self-
isolate) for 14 days from the day you were last in contact with the person, 
as it can take up to 14 days for symptoms to appear 
 
You will only be asked to get a test to check if you have coronavirus if you 
have any of the symptoms (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or 
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste), or if you develop these 
symptoms whilst self-isolating. 
 
The NHS Test and Trace service will not: 

 ask for bank details or payments 
 ask for details of any other accounts, such as social media 
 ask you to set up a password or PIN number over the phone 
 ask you to call a premium rate number, such as those starting 09 or 

087 
 visit your home 

 
Please be on your guard for this and similar scams. 
 
 
 
 
 


